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FARMING AND HUNTING – FOOD OF THE PAST 

 

Farming and Hunting – Food of the Past  

Introduction 

Today, most people in the United States buy food at stores. We can find most food that 
we need and like in grocery stores or other types of stores that also sell food. Even in 
the middle of a cold winter, when hardly anything grows because of the cold weather, 
we can find fresh vegetables and fruit in local stores. That produce is usually 
transported from states or countries where the warm climate enables farmers to farm all 
year long. In addition to buying food in stores, we can also go to local markets, where 
we buy food from local farmers and other producers (e.g., fresh bread or pastries from 
bakers). Finally, some people produce their own food. They grow vegetables and fruit 
on farms, in gardens, and even in their backyards. They keep animals (cows, chickens, 
pigs, sheep, etc.) that they eat or that produce additional food (e.g., eggs from chickens 
or milk from cows and sheep). Some people also hunt for meat.  

How does your family get food? Where does the food that you eat every day come 
from? How did the food that we buy in stores get there? Was it grown on a farm or 
made in a factory? Who grew and harvested it on a farm? Who made it at a factory? 
Who transported it to our local stores? These are important questions that we should 
ask ourselves every day because many people work very hard to make sure that we 
have food on our tables.  

In this activity, we will look at eight black and white photos that show where food came 
from in the past. These photos will help us understand how the process of making and 
getting food has changed over time.  
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Photo 1: Cutters and mules harvest wheat 
in De Witt, Arkansas, ca. 1890 (DeWitt 
Scenes photograph collection, ca. 1890s-
1910) 

Photo 2: Milton McAfee plows a corn 
field, ca. 1912 (Morris Family photograph 
collection, ca. 1912) 
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Questions:  

1.  When and where were Photos 1, 2, and 3 taken? See the photo captions for 
more information. 

2.  Who are the individuals in Photos 1, 2, and 3? What are they doing?  

3.  Are there any tools or machines in Photos 1, 2, and 3? If yes, what tools and 
machines? For what are they used?  

4.  Are there any animals in these three photos? If yes, what animals? What are 
they doing? 

5.  Based on these three photos, how did farmers grow and harvest food in the late 
1800s and early 1900s so more than one hundred years ago? Do you think that it 
was an easy or difficult task to grow and harvest wheat, corn, and other crops in 
the past? 

6.  How can we use wheat and corn today? What can we make in our kitchens 
using wheat or corn, or products made from wheat or corn?   

 

 

 

Photo 3: Farmers standing next to 
animals in Chester, ca. 1900 (Agriculture 
photograph collection, ca. 1893-1941) 
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Photo 4: Berry pickers with fruit in 
Springdale, Arkansas, ca. 1900 
(Agriculture photograph collection, ca. 
1893-1941) 

 

Photo 5: Men and horses pulling a cart 
travel through an apple orchard in Ozark, 
Arkansas, not dated/ca. 1900s 
(Agriculture photograph collection, ca. 
1893-1941) 
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Questions:  

1.  When and where were Photos 4, 5, and 6 taken? See the photo captions for 
more information. 

2.  Who are the individuals in Photos 4, 5, and 6? What are they doing?  
3.  Are there any tools or machines in Photos 4, 5, and 6? If yes, what tools and 

machines? For what are they used?  
4.  Are there any animals in these three photos? If yes, what animals? What are 

they doing? 
5.  Based on Photos 4 and 5, how did farmers grow and pick fruit in the early 

1900s, which is more than one hundred years ago? Do you think that it was an 
easy or difficult task to grow and pick berries and apples in the past? Do you 
know how berries and apples are picked today?  

6.  Based on Photo 6, how did farmers transport and sell peaches in the early 
1900s? Why do you think they brought their harvested peaches to a railway 
station?  

7.  How can we use berries, apples, and peaches today? What can we make in our 
kitchens using berries, apples, and peaches?   

 
 
 

Photo 6: Peach harvesters at Railroad 
Depot in Van Buren, Arkansas, ca. 1900 
(Clara B. Eno's Scrapbook photograph 
collection, ca. 1855-1950) 
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Photo 7: Hunters in front of log cabin 
pose with game, not dated/ca. late 1800s 
(Oversize Photograph Collection, 1817-
1961) 

 

Photo 8: Butchers with game in 
Woodrow, Arkansas, not dated/ca. 
1890s/1900s (Sports photograph 
collection, ca. 1890s-1938) 
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Questions:  

1.  When and where were Photos 7 and 8 taken? See the photo captions for more 
information. 

2.  What do you see in Photos 7 and 8?  Who are the individuals in Photos 7 and 8? 
What are they doing?  

3.  What do hunters do and what do butchers do? What type of food do we usually 
get from hunters and butchers?   

4.  Based on Photos 7 and 8, how did people get meat in the past? Who processed 
animals before they were sold and eaten as meat?  

5.  Look carefully at the animals in Photos 7 and 8 again. What animals do you 
see? Do people still hunt these animals today?  

6.  Do you eat meat? How does your family get meat if they eat meat? Do they ever 
hunt, like the individuals in Photo 7? Do you know anyone who hunts?  

 


