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Introduction

Hiram Abiff Whittington’s letters, which he wrote to his brother Granville Whittington in
the late 1820s and early 1830s, remain one of the most valuable personal accounts of
daily life in Arkansas shortly before Arkansas Territory became a state. Whittington was
one of many entrepreneurial men who moved to Arkansas seeking exciting
opportunities and new life in what was at the time the frontier of the United States. He
was born in 1805 in Boston, Massachusetts, and moved to Little Rock in 1826. He was
a skilled printer and book binder and had experience in book trade and publishing. In
Little Rock, he worked as a printer with the Arkansas Gazette but in 1832 he moved to
Hot Springs. He settled there hoping that the spring waters would have a healing effect
on his deteriorating health. He opened several businesses, created first lending library
in Arkansas, and established a successful political career, eventually serving as a state
representative. In 1836, Whittington returned to Boston to marry Mary Burnham. The
two moved back to Hot Springs and had six children. Whittington died in 1890 in Hot
Springs.

Whittington’s letters provide an account into the daily life in Arkansas Territory from a
perspective of a white middle class educated man. Access to Whittington’s original
letters, which are housed at the Special Collections Department of the University of
Arkansas in Fayetteville, is limited due to the documents’ fragility. To make these rare
and extremely valuable records more accessible to researchers, educators, and
students, Whittington’s letters were typed. Activities in “Arkansas Before Statehood” are
based on six typescript letters (typed copies of the original letters) selected from a
collection of sixteen letters housed at the Center for Arkansas History and Culture in
Little Rock (Hiram A. Whittington Papers, 1824-1834, UALR.MS.0157).
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Hot Springs, June 28, 1833,

Dear Brother:
I received yours of Nay as I was on my way to Little
Rock few days sinae, I spoke to my friends at the Rogk in

relation to your vroposition to send out come bls

c books, but
Woodruff is the only man there who sells any of account, and he
has made arrangements to be supplied for a long time, and could
not take any. In this country Woks of any desaription are a
curiosity. Two thirds of the people here gan neither read

nor write, of gcourse I could sell no bhooks here, but still I
should 1ike to get a tolerable library for my own use, Write to

me on this subjest. I would be glad to get Seott's works, Cooper's

Bryon's, Bulwor's ete. and in et any novels that are inter-
easting and of the modrn sehool, sll the American novels that
are of any acaount, History, Biography, ete., Now whai gan

you make up a tolerable library for? If yonu ean as cheap as
you say you ean, you may get a trial out of me, and I will
advise you on the subjeat oecasionally., What are to be inclined
in "Harpers Family Library". I should prefer this work, and

of ecurse would not want any separate wrks that are included

in this. You will be particular in giving me all the information

youn can upon this subject. I have forgo 1 Barpers Prospectus,
you can send me one or give that information which is nesessary
on the subjeat.

[ mve been the Rook singe I wrote you and have seen
the girls, and I think upon the whole they are not as bad and
as good for nothing as I sometives think, but still they are a

hard set of but little account. Your remarks relative to my

Hiram Abiff Whittington to his brother Granville Whittington, Hot Springs, June 28, 1833 (Hiram A.
Whittington Papers, 1824-1834), p. 1
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inconsistency are correat end just. I have often thought of it
myself, and have often bheen ashamed of it, but I can't help it,

it is a weoknesa that I think I shall never out grow. I

ally write as I feel at the time. Sometimes I love them

all and would fall down end worship them at Beauties Shrine

in & moment, than sgain I might meet the prettiest woman in the

with the most perfest indifferenae

metimes I lie awake all ni

ht wrapt in admiration of the dear

ereatures, and tl

1 perhaps within one shart week I will be

sitting up all night reiling out against the trifling good
for mothing things. Now why and wherefore is all this, it is

not that I am influenced by their eonduct towards me, be-
gaunse I donot see them at all. I never was in love in my life,
if I know what it meane, and where I lived at the Roaok, I was
troated with 2ll Xindness by the ladies, both married and single,
and am still whenever I do there; then why d0 I at times think
gontemptibly of them ¢ I d not know. It has always been a nystey
to me and I em afraid always will be. All the love that ever I

have felt, has been from first impressions. I have often seen

strangers that I have thought beautiful and I have been almost

distraoted to et acquainted with them, and have been in this

way f£or months, almost a perfect furnace itself, 1
3 , X

couvld neither eat, drink, or sleep, and would have given the
. » Dy 3

world had I posse

sed 1t ave gotten this fair one for my

wife, well after a while & agcident would bring us acquainted

I would be perfectly hepypy for a short time, and but for a short
time as I would besome better acquainted with her the less I

would think of her. I would discover that she wes but mortal
~93-

Hiram Abiff Whittington to his brother Granville Whittington, Hot Springs, June 28, 1833 (Hiram A.

Whittington Papers, 1824-1834), p. 2
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and where I had expoated perfection I found the common frailties
of poor human nature, and what I onge gazed upon with admiration
and almost love I would now twrn from-with indif ferenge, if not

with loathing and disgust 'and instead of the voleano, the

burmnir nire that I had been a few weeks before, I wou become
a misanthrop, a perfect ice berg that gould not be & wed, his
has been the case with me so often that I now eive up 211 hopes

of ever marrying; « am gompletel; discouraged. Your surmiss

that I am toocold and distent to succeed wit) demsels
of the gouth is altogether srroneous. 'he fa too
i arfeat flame of tire that can not be re-

sisted, and of emrse an always sugcessful.

Yowr vanity is cortainly amuseing, "Maid, wife or widow".
"Bleeding hearts at your feet," a "periect devil ong the
vetticoats,” Wwhew, but you are not given to boasting, no

far, is my modest little brother from hoasgt-

indeed, far, very
ing in any shape or way, it is a happy disposition to think ones
gelf irresistible in your infallibility, 1t is prover that she

should, but my doar fellow do not be degeived. Don't think that

because you have, from some ghance ¢ircumstance, imposed upon

and doceived one poor deluded girl, that you
or at all pleasing, Now I expeat the 'trut is ( if she would

be candid on t

subject) that she married you merely to be rid

of tios.
ie lave got Cholera in 1ts most aggravated type in this
gountry. HRver oat that gom 3 full of it,

I got 0 the Roak Saturday lagt, and on 8 eve. a stoamer

oame up in great distress, she had lost four of her erew and

=94~

Hiram Abiff Whittington to his brother Granville Whittington, Hot Springs, June 28, 1833 (Hiram A.
Whittington Papers, 1824-1834), p. 3
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two passengers were sick. One man who had the Cholera very

bad was not dead when the boat a-ri ved, as I have never sesn

+ cagse of genuine Cholera I went on board and eixamined him. He
had passed the spasms and eramping and appeared tranquil but
rerBectly exhansted, and stome ¢old to his elbows, witl Just a
8light fliskering pulase I left the Rock the day foll wing when
he was still alive, 3 veral, and I believe 211 the pascengers

and orew of this boat have een attacked singce she got upe. The

ChoXera is five times as bad as it was last season, New

Orleans they die from two to three hundred per day. The steam

boats leave the city in the night %o nrevent the passengers

on board. It has broken out at the Roa: s Bnd I
have no doubt will rage therc to considerable extent this
summer. We msy have some oases here from people bringing .the
dipesse -in their systems from the Roek, but I do mot feel in
the least alarmed, as I see from we papers, Cholera has never
been known to rage in the viginity of mineral springs. The

whole Mis

issippl Valley is full of it, and the poor slaves
die like rotten sheep. 3Zome of the planters turned their
negroes oul into the woodas to take care of themselves the best
way they can; it apares neither a e, 98X, nor condition; but
like = dsluge sweevs everything in ite course. hers and

when is this mipghty sgourge to he arrested in its deadly march.

I hope and

i1t may not visit you this season, and I believe

it appears to hover shout the low sickly parts

to leave the more healthy region frees A1l

the large rivers have been from five %o tweniy feet above h igh

~ Q=

Hiram Abiff Whittington to his brother Granville Whittington, Hot Springs, June 28, 1833 (Hiram A.
Whittington Papers, 1824-1834), p. 4
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water mark. All the farmers on the rivers are injured, and some

gompletely ruined, dut th

you ean see in the papers, smd I yefer

you to the Gezette. This over flow will be enother grest ourge

of sickness for those on the rivers.
Our elogtion ls spproaching rapidly, in ome little

month the tale will be t .14 I am very eagy as to the re-

sult not with standing the formideble opposition whish T have
to eontend with. I have notlived in Ar) t e
without Imowing someth ing o the dispositions of the people,
and how to manage thems I go the whole hos for Sevier and

pot withsianding this country has always nd
my opponent is opposed to him, still nis
gountry will vote about one hundred tv € 8l
gan get an extra paper I

Give my complime 1 AL X

am a strange, out of 4 neay ny harm by it,
SEN m by

As often as you hear from Cohassett, let meknow how mother and
all of them come about. Write of ten, and write any thing.

H.A.,Whittington,

- 96=

Hiram Abiff Whittington to his brother Granville Whittington, Hot Springs, June 28, 1833 (Hiram A.
Whittington Papers, 1824-1834), p. 5

6

History Alive: Virtually!
Supported in part by a grant from the Arkansas Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities
UA at Little Rock Center for Arkansas History and Culture
ualr.edu/cahc | 501.320.5780



ARKANSAS BEFORE STATEHOOD: HOT SPRINGS, JUNE 28, 1833

L% CENTER FOR ARKANSAS
HISTORY AND CULTURE
LITTLE

ROCK UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS AT LiTTLE Rock

Questions:

1.

Why are books not common or popular in Arkansas according to Whittington?
What does this tell us about the people who migrated to Arkansas Territory?

What does Whittington write about women? Note that Whittington’s thoughts on
women do not tell us anything about women. Instead, they tell us a lot about
Whittington and his understanding of women. How would you describe
Whittington’s personality and character based on this section of the letter?

Whittington reports a seasonal outbreak of cholera, a serious disease that
according to Whittington affected large numbers of people west of the Mississippi
river. Research the causes and symptoms of cholera. The disease is not very
common in the United States anymore and even in 1833, Whittington writes that
he never saw it before moving to Arkansas. Why do you think cholera was such a
big threat in places like Arkansas Territory?

. How did cholera affect people according to Whittington? What impact did it have

on enslaved African Americans in Arkansas Territory? What does it tell us about
slavery in Arkansas?

Whittington informs his brother that he is running for office and that “our election
is approaching rapidly.” The letter suggests that he is confident that he will win.
He was correct. In 1833, he was elected clerk of Hot Spring County. Whittington
moved to Arkansas in 1827 so only six years before the 1833 election that he
won. What does Whittington’s win tell us about politics in Arkansas in the 1830s?
Why do you think he was able to convince Hot Spring County voters to support
him only six years after moving to Arkansas? At the time, Hot Spring County had
the population of around 450. How many people had the right to vote according
to Whittington? Research who could and who could not vote in Arkansas in the
1830s.
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