



[image: Text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
ARKANSAS BEFORE STATEHOOD: LITTLE ROCK, AUGUST 30, 1828


ARKANSAS BEFORE STATEHOOD: LITTLE ROCK, AUGUST 30, 1828
*For additional information, see letter from August 15, 1828
Questions: 
1. Who are the Cherokee Nation? What kind of “business” did Whittington want to do with them? 
2. Whittington mentions a treaty that the Cherokees signed with President of the United States “last winter.” Do you know to what treaty he refers? If not, research the Treaty of Washington of 1828. What was the outcome of that treaty? What is this treaty’s significance in the history of Arkansas and in the history of the Cherokee Nation? 
3. Whittington writes that the Cherokees “are now getting ready to move” to a land “about one hundred miles further up the Arkansas river.” To what historical events does he refer? If you are not sure, investigate how and when the Cherokees first arrived in Arkansas and what happened to them in the 1820s and 1830s. 
4. What are Whittington’s impressions of the Cherokees? What do we learn from him about their political organization (i.e., how they decided matters that affected the Cherokee Nation), customs, and behaviors?  
5. What do we learn about white residents of Little Rock from Whittington? How do they compare to the Cherokees? 
6. Whittington was a white middle class educated man who recently moved to Arkansas from Boston, which at the time was one of the largest cities in the United States. How could his background impact his point of view? How could his background shape his perception of the Cherokees? 
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