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CHANGE OVER TIME (CHILD’S LIFE) 

 

Change Over Time (Child’s Life) 

Introduction 

In this activity, you will look at eight old black and white photos of children and compare 
them to children today. These photos will help us learn how a child’s life changed over 
time.  
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CHANGE OVER TIME (CHILD’S LIFE) 

 
 

 

 

Photo 1: Jim Guy Tucker on toy, ca. 1944-
46 (James Guy Tucker, Jr., Papers) 

Photo 2: Baby in pram, not dated 
(Women in Arkansas, ca. 1850s-1980s) 
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CHANGE OVER TIME (CHILD’S LIFE) 

Questions (babies):  

1. What are the babies in Photos 1 and 2 doing? 

2. The boy who is sitting on a toy with wheels in Photo 1 is named Jim. Does Jim’s 
toy remind you of any toy that babies use today?  

3. Does the stroller in Photo 2 look like strollers today?  

4. Do you think the baby in Photo 2 looks comfortable and happy in her stroller?   
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CHANGE OVER TIME (CHILD’S LIFE) 

 

 

 

Photo 3: The Rockefeller children pose 
for a group portrait, ca. 1912-1922 
(Winthrop Rockefeller Collection) 

 

Photo 4: A girl in a bow and dress sits for 
a formal portrait, not dated (Porter 
Family Papers) 
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CHANGE OVER TIME (CHILD’S LIFE) 

Questions (clothing):  

1. What are the children in Photos 3 and 4 wearing?  

2. Are these clothes like the clothes that children wear today or are they different?  

3. Would you like to wear similar clothes today?  
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CHANGE OVER TIME (CHILD’S LIFE) 

 

 
 

 
 

Photo 6: Berry pickers with fruit in 
Springdale, ca. 1900 (Agriculture 
photograph collection, ca. 1893-
1941) 

 

Photo 5: Workers pick cotton in a 
field, not dated, early 20th century 
(Agriculture photograph collection, 
ca. 1893-1941) 
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CHANGE OVER TIME (CHILD’S LIFE) 

Questions (work):  

1. Find children in Photos 5 and 6. How old do you think they are?  
2. These photos were taken more than one hundred years ago. At the time, it was 

common for children as young as 5 or 6 years old to work all day instead of going 
to school. The children like the ones you see in these two photos worked very 
hard. The children in Photo 5 are picking cotton and the children in Photo 6 are 
holding berries that they picked. They worked all day, even when it was very hot. 
Do children work in the same way today?  

3. In the United States, there are laws that protect children because children should 
go to school every day and not to work. But in many countries around the world 
children that are the same age as you are still forced to work. What do you think 
we could do to protect children and make sure that they go to school and not to 
work?  

4. Do you help your family with any type of work? If yes, what kinds of work do you 
do?   
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CHANGE OVER TIME (CHILD’S LIFE) 

 
 

 
 

 

Photo 7: A. B. Quinn pushes her 
doll carriage outside a house in 
Little Rock, not dated, late 19th/early 
20th century (Mary Elizabeth Parker 
Photograph Collection) 

 

Photo 8: Children dance at Family 
Day in Crossett, 1945 (Ashley 
County Scenes Photograph 
Collection, ca. 1900-1979) 
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CHANGE OVER TIME (CHILD’S LIFE) 

Questions (play):  

1. What are the children in Photos 7 and 8 doing?  

2. Do the stroller and the doll in Photo 7 look like toys that children play with today? 
Would you want to play with this stroller and the doll? 

3. Do the children in Photo 8 look happy or sad?  

4. Which of the two photos was taken first (is older) and which one was taken 
second?  

 

After you look at and describe all the eight photos, answer the following 
questions: 

1. How are the children in the photos different from children today? 

2. How are the children in the photos similar to children today?   

3. Not all the children in these eight photos had the same life. Some of them looked 
happy, wore pretty clothes, and had nice toys. Others had to work very hard. Do 
all children today have the same lives?    

 


