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“THE CRISIS CONTINUES” 

 

“The Crisis Continues” 

Introduction 

In 1955, following Brown v. Board of Education, the Little Rock school board accepted a 
plan of gradual integration presented by superintendent Virgil Blossom. According to the 
plan, Little Rock schools were to begin the integration process in the fall of 1957. 
However, when nine African American students enrolled in previously all-white Little Rock 
Central High School appeared in front of their new school on September 4, 1957, they 
were met by a white angry mob and the Arkansas National Guard. Governor of Arkansas 
Orval Faubus called the latter not to protect the black students’ constitutional right to an 
equal education but to block them from entering the school building.  

In response to this violation of federal laws, President Dwight Eisenhower federalized 
the Arkansas National Guard and ordered them to support the integration and protect the 
African American students. The students are known today as the Little Rock Nine. 
Although after Eisenhower’s intervention the Little Rock Nine could enter the school, the 
crisis was far from over.  

In this activity, you will examine a letter that Elizabeth Huckaby, who taught English and 
was vice-principal for girls at Central High School, wrote to her brother Bill days after the 
Little Rock Crisis erupted.  
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Elizabeth Huckaby’s letter to her brother Bill, September 8, 1957, p. 1 (Elizabeth Huckaby Papers) 
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Elizabeth Huckaby’s letter to her brother Bill, September 8, 1957, p. 2 (Elizabeth Huckaby Papers) 
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Elizabeth Huckaby’s letter to her brother Bill, September 8, 1957, p. 3 (Elizabeth Huckaby Papers) 
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Questions:  

1. Who wrote the letter and when? See the timeline of the Little Rock Crisis 
(https://www.nps.gov/chsc/learn/historyculture/timeline.htm). How does this letter 
fit in the timeline of the 1957 events? 

2. Why does Huckaby refer to the National Guard? What are they doing outside of 
Central High? See “Introduction” and additional resources for more information. 
What do we learn about them from the letter?  

3. How are students in Huckaby’s English class reacting to the crisis? What do you 
think about their choice to “studiously avoid all reference to the National Guard”? 

4. In this letter, Huckaby refers to this famous photo. What does she say about “the 
girl (with mouth open)” in it and about other young people who harassed the Little 
Rock Nine?  

5. How do you understand Huckaby’s claim that “many our students would be vocal 
on the other side if their parents did not restrain them”?  

6. Research how the Little Rock Nine were treated by their white colleagues after 
they were finally able to enter and attend Central High. Do you agree with 
Huckaby’s assessment of Central High white students? Was she correct to 
suggest that the harassers were “hardly typical”?  

7. Huckaby mentions that superintendent Blossom and school board members had 
to seek protection for themselves and their family members. What was their role 
in the crisis? Why were they threatened? See “Introduction” and additional 
resources for more information. 

8. What do you think about Huckaby’s description of the crisis as “the current 
unpleasantness” and her insistence that her guests from Louisiana do not 
mention it?  

9. Think of who Huckaby was. How do you think her own experience and point of 
view shaped her perception of the Little Rock Crisis? Do you agree with her 
interpretation of the events? 

 
 
 
 


