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“No Regrets”
Introduction

In 1955, following Brown v. Board of Education, the Little Rock school board accepted a
plan of gradual integration presented by superintendent Virgil Blossom. According to the
plan, Little Rock schools were to begin the integration process in the fall of 1957.
However, when nine African American students enrolled in previously all-white Little Rock
Central High School appeared in front of their new school on September 4, 1957, they
were met by a white angry mob and the Arkansas National Guard. Governor of Arkansas
Orval Faubus called the latter not to protect the black students’ right to an equal education
but to block them from entering the school building. In response to this violation of federal
laws, President Dwight Eisenhower federalized the Arkansas National Guard and
ordered them to support the integration and protect the African American students. The
students are known today as the Little Rock Nine and the events are remembered as
the Little Rock Crisis.

In this activity, you will examine a newspaper article that reports on a meeting between
two members of the Little Rock Nine, Thelma Mothershed Wair and Terrence Roberts,
and former governor Orval Faubus that took place over thirty years after the Little Rock
Crisis. The meeting was part of the conference titled “The 50s: A Decade in Black and
White.”
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The Salina Journal

Tuesday, June 5, 1990

Ex-governor doesn't
regret blocking blacks

ABILENE (AP) — Former Ar-
kansas Gov. Orval Faubus, who used
the National Guard to block nine
black students from a Little Rock
high school, had no regrets Monday
night when he met with two of them
33 years later.

“I can’t think of
anything under the
circumstances
that I would have
done differently,”
he said.

Faubus met
Thelma Mother-
shed Wair and
Terrence Roberts,  Taubus
members of the “Little Rock Nine”
who passed through angry mobs of
whites to enter Central High School
in 1957.

The governor’s defense of school
segregation drew international at-
tention and prompted President
Dwight D. Eisenhower to send troops
to Little Rock so the children could
enter the school.

Monday night’s meeting came on
the eve of a conference on Eisen-
hower’s role in the 1950s civil rights

nine little black children.”

Wair had never met Faubus before
Monday. She said she felt no bitter-
ness toward him.

] guess he did what he thought he
needed to do,” she said. “I can’t hold
that against him.”

At an afternoon news conference,
Brownell said Eisenhower’s deploy-
ment of the 101st Airborne Division
was necessary to preserve the U.S.
Constitution.

The move enforced the 1954 U.S.
Supteme Court ruling in Brown vs.
the Topeka Board of Education that
segregated schools were unconstitu-
tional.

“(Eisenhower’s) handling of that
situation seems to me to be one of the
high points of his career,” Brownell
said.

Faubus defended his action aimed
at blocking implementation of the
court ruling.

“There was a lot of publicity, but
we had the confrontation out of the
streets,” the 80-year-old former
governor said. ‘“There was no prop-
erty damage. No one was injured

iently to be hospitalized. No one

t at his presidential library
in Abilene, the east-central Kansas
town Eisenhower called home.

«“We were watching TV and saw all
those troops rolling over the Ar-
kansas River,” Wair said. “That was
the greatest thrill of my life.

“We then knew that somebody big
with all the authority cared about

waskilled.”

The conference today, called “The
50s: A Decade in Black and White,”
will feature Faubus, Brownell and
other panelist: from the Eisenh
administration, members of the Lit-
tle Rock Nine and litigants in the
Brown case.

‘Ex-governor doesn’t regret blocking blacks,” The Salina Journal, June 5, 1990 (Elizabeth
Huckaby Papers)
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Questions:

1. How many years after the Little Rock Crisis was this article written and
published?

2. How did former governor Orval Faubus feel about his 1957 decision to block the
Little Rock Nine from entering Little Rock Central High School in 19907 How did
he defend his 1957 actions?

3. How did Thelma Mothershed Wair, one of the Little Rock Nine, respond to
Faubus’ 1990 comments?

4. What do you think about Faubus’ defense of his 1957 actions? What do you think
about Mothershed Wair’'s response to it?

5. What does the interaction between Faubus, Mothershed Wair, and Terrence
Roberts described in this article tell us about racial relations in 19907?

6. How would you interpret the title of the conference mentioned in this article: “The
50s: A Decade in Black and White™?
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