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HISTORY OF SHOPPING 

History of Shopping 

Introduction  

What we buy, how we buy things, and where we shop have been changing. In the past, 
people shopped at markets, where they could buy everything that they needed. Later, 
people shopped in small family-owned shops. Some shops were selling things that shop 
owners bought from people who produced them (producers). For example, butchers sold 
meat that they bought from farmers who had livestock, and florists sold flowers that others 
cultivated on their farms. Other shops made things that they sold. For example, bakeries 
sold bread that they baked, and tailor shops sold clothes that they sew.  

In the late 1800s (19th century), big department stores became popular. They sold many 
items in one large building, from clothes and shoes to kitchen equipment and furniture. In 
the 1900s (20th century), small family-owned shops were slowly replaced by big stores 
and shopping malls. Instead of buying groceries at a neighborhood corner store, people 
started shopping in big grocery stores that are still popular today. Or, instead of going to 
a local tailor shop to get their dresses or pants made by a seamstress or a tailor, 
customers went to shopping malls where they could buy ready-made clothes.  

Today, we often buy things on the Internet. Sometimes we do not need to go to a store 
at all because what we need arrives in our homes in packages by mail. 

In this activity, you will look at six black and white photos that show historical stores and 
shops. They will help us understand who worked in stores and shops in the past, where 
customers typically shopped, and what kind of items they bought. 
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Photo 1: Hills Bakery interior in Little Rock, ca. 1900 (Little Rock Scenes II photograph collection, ca. 
1861-1970s) 

 
Questions: 

1. What can we see in Photo 1? When and where was this photo taken? See the 
photo caption for more information. 

2. Who are the individuals in the photo? What is their job? 
3. What items did the Hills Bakery sell? 
4. Find a photo that shows a bakery in any Arkansas town or city today. Compare 

the bakery from the photo you found to the bakery in Photo 1. Are they the same 
or are they different?  

5. Have you ever been to a bakery? Did it look like the bakery in Photo 1?  
6. What can we buy in bakeries today? Is there a bakery where you live?  
7. Who works in a bakery today? What tasks and responsibilities do bakery workers 

have? 
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Photo 2: Brown and Brown Tailors interior in Helena, not dated (Phillips County Scenes photograph 
collection, 1864-1941) 

Questions: 

1. What can we see in Photo 2? When and where was this photo taken? See the 
photo caption for more information. 

2. Who are the individuals in the photo? What is their job? 
3. What items did the Brown and Brown Tailors sell and what services did this shop 

offer? 
4. Find a photo that shows a tailor shop in any Arkansas town or city today. 

Compare the tailor shop in the photo you found to the tailor shop in Photo 2. Are 
they the same or are they different?  

5. Have you ever been to a tailor shop? Did it look like the tailor shop in Photo 2?  
6. Most clothes that we wear today are made in factories and bought in stores. Has 

anyone ever made your clothes for you? Who made them? How did they make 
them?  

7. Who works in a tailor shop today? What tasks and responsibilities do tailor shop 
workers have? 

8. Is there a tailor shop where you live?  
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Photo 3: Workers treat a customer inside a pharmacy in Little Rock, ca. 1912-1913 (Calvin Hanna 
Collection, ca. 1877-1950) 

 
Questions: 

1. What can we see in Photo 3? When and where was this photo taken? See the 
photo caption for more information. 

2. Who are the individuals in the photo? What is their job? 
3. What items did this pharmacy in Little Rock sell? What services did it offer based 

on this photo?  
4. Find a photo that shows a typical pharmacy today. Compare the pharmacy in the 

photo you found to the pharmacy in Photo 3. Are they similar or are they 
different?  

5. Have you ever been to a pharmacy? Did it look like the pharmacy in Photo 3?  
6. What can we buy in a pharmacy today? What services do pharmacies offer to 

their customers today?  
7. Who works in a pharmacy today? What tasks and responsibilities do pharmacy 

workers have? 
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Photo 4: Workers and children pose together at an unidentified grocery store in Little Rock, ca. 1912-
1913 (Calvin Hanna Collection, ca. 1877-1950) 

 

  
 

Photo 5: Grocery store at 4200 12th Street in Little Rock, 1916 (Arkansas German Families Photograph 
Collection) 
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Photo 6: Grocery store in Arkansas, 1917 (Business and Industry photograph collection, ca. 1860s-
1970s) 

 
Questions: 

1. What can we see in Photos 4, 5, and 6? When and where were these photos 
taken? See the photo captions for more information. 

2. Who are the individuals in the photos? What is their job? 

3. What items did the grocery stores in Photos 4 and 6 sell?  

4. Find a photo that shows a typical grocery store today. Compare the grocery store 
in the photo you found to the grocery stores in Photos 4, 5, and 6. Are they 
similar or are they different?  

5. Have you ever been to a grocery store? Did it look like the grocery stores in 
these three photos?  

6. What items can we buy in a grocery store today? What services do grocery 
stores offer to their customers today?  

7. Who works in a grocery store today? What tasks and responsibilities do grocery 
store workers have? 


