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Healthcare and Racial Segregation
Introduction

The history of segregation in American healthcare goes back to the period of slavery
when slave owners established a system of rudimentary medical care for enslaved
workers. Slave owners were concerned about the health of enslaved African Americans
for one reason: They wanted the enslaved to be healthy enough to be able to work.
After the Civil War, when slavery was officially abolished, a network of segregated
hospitals and other healthcare facilities emerged across the United States and
especially in the South. Well into the 20" century, black hospitals struggled with
providing proper care to their patients. Insufficient funding created notorious equipment
shortages. Because of racial segregation that existed in medical education, there were
also not enough black physicians and nurses. Few white doctors or nurses were willing
to work in hospitals for black patients.

In this activity, you will analyze a short newspaper note on the state of hospitals in the
United States in 1944. The note will help you understand how few simple numbers
(statistical data) can tell a complicated story that affected millions of lives.
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There are 110 Negro hospitals in the United
States. Some 22 of these are fully approved and

§ provisionally approved by the Américan College

of Surgeons. Su pitals as 50-year-old
Provident in Chicago, Harlem in New York, and
Mercy and F Douglass in Philadelphia
are well known in the North. In the South there

are 14 approved hospitals; all have Negro doctors |
and nurses on their staffs. These include such
institutions as Flint-Goodridge in New Orleans,
the 1,500.bed Veterans' at Tuskegee,
McRae Sanitorium in Arkansas, the excellent
Freedmen’s Hospital in Washington, D. C.
Despite our advances, the need for more hos-
pitals is an impe ne that must be dealt
with after the war. There is now one hospital
bed for 1,000 Negroes as against one bed for every
110 whites.
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“Negro History Scrapbook,” page 49, 1944 (National Dunbar Alumni Association Historical

Collection)

Examine only the upper clipping in the attached image.

Questions:

1.

How many hospitals that served African Americans were in the United States
around 19447

Were they approved by the American College of Surgeons? (l.e., did they meet
the standards that the American College of Surgeons outlined for hospitals?)

Statistically, how many African Americans and how many white Americans were
there for one hospital bed?

What do these numbers tell you? Was access to hospitals in the 1940s equal for
all Americans? Why could African Americans not go to seek medical help in the
existing hospitals for white Americans?
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