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MIDWIFERY AND RACE

Midwifery and Race
Questions:
1. Read about Mamie Odessa Hale Garland here: https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/mamie-odessa-hale-garland-1662/. Who was she? What important role did she play in Arkansas?  
2. Now examine the two photos. What is happening in Photo 1? Who are the individuals in the photo? What are they doing? Where are they? 
3. What is happening in Photo 2? Who are the individuals in the photo? What are they doing? Where are they? 
4. Note that Photo 2 was taken at “J.S. Phelix High School for African Americans.” Why was it a school specifically for African Americans? Why were there no white students in that high school?   
5. What do these two photos tell us about the experience of some black women in Arkansas in the mid-20th century? Think of all the women in the two photos. Consider the role of Garland, the new mother in Photo 1, and the young women in Photo 2. What challenges did they face? What opportunities did they have? 
Questions:
1. Who is the individual in the photo? See the photo caption for more information. Describe the individual in the photo.
2. What is the woman in the photo carrying? What do you think is in the suitcase? 
3. How would you describe the area, where the photo is taken? Is it a big city, small town, village, etc.? 
4. Check when the photo was taken and when McGuire started practicing midwifery (see the photo caption). How long had she been practicing midwifery by the time this photo was taken? 
5. Based on this photo, how do you think McGuire traveled from one place to another? 
6. Who do you think were McGuire’s patients? Where did they live? 
7. What does this photo tell us about the experience of at least some women in Arkansas in the early 1970s?  
8. What does this photo tell us about access to healthcare in Arkansas in the early 1970s? 
9. How does this photo connect to the two photos that you analyzed earlier? What can we learn about the past from the three photos? Whose story do all the three photos tell us? Note that this photo was taken around 20 years later than the two photos of Garland and her students. What changes do these three photos document? What stayed the same? 



1


History Alive: Virtually!
Supported in part by a grant from the Arkansas Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities
UA at Little Rock Center for Arkansas History and Culture
ualr.edu/cahc | 501.320.5780
image1.jpg
% CENTER FOR ARKANSAS
LITTLE | HISTORY AND CULTURE

ROCK | Unvensy oF Arkanss ar Lire Rock




