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Life Interrupted: Journey Home Curriculum
Grade 4-6 Unit Map and Teacher Overview
ESSENTIAL QUESTION

What does a journey teach you about yourself and the meaning of home?

GUIDING QUESTIONS
What is a journey? (Week 1)
What makes a place a home? (Week 2)

This unit is organized by both subject and date, in a calendar that follows.  You can
choose to use some or all of the lessons presented here.  The subjects are organized as fol-
lows:

A: Journey to Topaz Reading and Discussion Questions
B: Journal Writing Prompts
C: Word Skills (Vocabulary, Spelling and Grammar)
D: Reading Comprehension
E: Social Studies
F: Visual Arts
G: Extra Suggested Reading

Each section contains a list of daily lesson plans, as well as the Arkansas curriculum
frameworks to which it applies.  The culminating assessment for this unit is a portfolio, in
which students collect samples of their work over the two weeks.  An assignment sheet and
scoring rubric are provided following the two-page lesson plan calendar.

The Journey Home Curriculum includes the following resources for classroom use:

* Two weeks of lesson plans with reproducible student activity sheets
* One copy of Journey to Topaz by Yoshiko Uchida
* One copy of Under One Flag: A Year at Rohwer by Elizabeth Parkhurst, illustrated by
Tom Clifton
* One copy of The Bracelet by Yoshiko Uchida and a video and teacher’s guide for the
book
* One copy of A Promise Kept based on a story by Kelly Yamamoto, illustrated by Kenji
Kobayashi.



Life Interrupted: Journey Home ♦♦♦♦♦  17

Li
fe

 I
nt

er
ru

pt
ed

 E
le
m
en

ta
ry

 U
ni
t 

Pl
an

W
ha

t 
do

es
 a

 j
ou

rn
ey

 t
ea

ch
 y

ou
 a

bo
ut

 y
ou

rs
el
f 

an
d 

th
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

 o
f 

ho
m
e?

W
ee

k 
1:

  
W

ha
t 

is
 a

 j
ou

rn
ey

?
 

M
on

da
y 

1 
Tu

es
da

y 
2 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 3

 
Th

ur
sd

ay
 4

 
Fr

id
ay

 5
 

Jo
ur

ne
y 

to
 T

op
az

 
Re

ad
in
g 

an
d 

D
is
cu

ss
io
n 

Q
ue

st
io
ns

 A
 

Ex
ce

rp
ts

  f
ro

m
 

Ch
ap

te
rs

 1
-2

 
“S

tr
an

ge
rs

 a
t 

th
e 

D
oo

r”
 a

nd
 “T

he
 L

on
g 

W
ai

t”
 A

1 

Ex
ce

rp
ts

  f
ro

m
 

Ch
ap

te
rs

 3
-4

 
“A

 L
on

el
y 

Ch
ri

st
m

as
” 

an
d 

“T
en

 D
ay

s 
to

 
Pa

ck
” 

A
2 

Ex
ce

rp
ts

  f
ro

m
 

Ch
ap

te
rs

 5
-6

 “I
ns

id
e 

th
e 

Ba
rb

ed
 W

ir
e”

 
an

d 
“H

om
e 

is
 a

 
H

or
se

 S
ta

ll”
 A

3 

Ex
ce

rp
ts

  f
ro

m
 

Ch
ap

te
rs

 7
-8

 “A
 

N
ew

 F
ri

en
d”

 a
nd

 
“K

en
 S

po
ils

 a
 P

ar
ty

” 
A

4 

Ex
ce

rp
ts

  f
ro

m
 

Ch
ap

te
rs

 9
-1

0 
“A

 
N

ew
 R

um
or

” a
nd

 
“G

oo
db

ye
, T

an
fo

ra
n”

 
A

5 
Jo

ur
na

l 
W

ri
ti
ng

 
Pr

om
pt

s 
B 

D
es

cr
ib

e 
yo

ur
se

lf
 

an
d 

yo
ur

 f
am

ily
.  

H
ow

 a
re

 y
ou

 s
im

ila
r 

to
 a

nd
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 
fr

om
 Y

uk
i a

nd
 h

er
 

fa
m

ily
? 

B1
 

 

If
 y

ou
 h

ad
 t

o 
pa

ck
 

yo
ur

 m
os

t 
pr

ec
io

us
 

be
lo

ng
in

gs
 in

 a
 

su
it

ca
se

 li
ke

 Y
uk

i, 
wh

at
 w

ou
ld

 y
ou

 t
ak

e?
  

W
hy

? 
B2

 

D
es

cr
ib

e 
a 

jo
ur

ne
y 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 t
ak

en
. B

3 
W

ri
te

 a
bo

ut
 

so
m

eo
ne

 w
ho

 is
 a

 
fr

ie
nd

.  
W

ha
t 

do
 y

ou
 

lik
e 

to
 d

o 
to

ge
th

er
? 

H
ow

 d
o 

yo
u 

he
lp

 
ea

ch
 o

th
er

? 
B4

 

If
 y

ou
 h

ad
 t

o 
le

av
e 

an
d 

go
 o

n 
a 

jo
ur

ne
y,

 
wh

at
 w

ou
ld

 y
ou

 m
is

s 
m

os
t?

 W
hy

? 
B5

 

W
or

d 
Sk

ill
s 

(V
oc

ab
ul
ar

y,
 

S
pe

lli
ng

 a
nd

 
Gr

am
m
ar

) 
C 

Vo
ca

bu
la

ry
 a

nd
 

S
pe

lli
ng

 L
is

t 
fo

r 
W

ee
k 

1 
C1

 

Pr
op

er
 A

dj
ec

ti
ve

s 
C2

 
Eu

ph
em

is
m

s 
C3

 
Vo

ca
bu

la
ry

 B
oo

k 
C4

 
 

Vo
ca

bu
la

ry
  a

nd
 

Sp
el

lin
g 

Te
st

, W
ee

k 
1 

C5
 

Re
ad

in
g 

Co
m
pr

eh
en

si
on

 D
 

Re
ad

in
g 

Gr
ap

hs
 a

nd
 

S
ta

ti
st

ic
s 

D
1 

Re
ad

in
g 

H
ai

ku
 D

2 
In

te
rp

re
ti

ng
 P

ol
it

ic
al

 
Ca

rt
oo

ns
 D

3 
Re

ad
in

g 
th

e 
Po

et
ry

 
of

 L
aw

so
n 

Fu
sa

o 
In

ad
a 

D
4 

Re
ad

in
g 

Ch
ar

ts
 a

nd
 

St
at

is
ti

cs
 D

5 

So
ci
al
 S

tu
di

es
 E

 
a)

 E
ar

ly
 P

re
ju

di
ce

 
an

d 
D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n 
E1

a 
b)

 P
ea

rl
 H

ar
bo

r 
E1

b 

W
he

n 
Li

be
rt

y 
an

d 
Ju

st
ic

e 
Fa

ile
d 

E2
 

Ca
us

e 
an

d 
Ef

fe
ct

 E
3 

W
W

II
 a

nd
 t

he
 

H
om

e 
Fr

on
t 

Ti
m

el
in

e 
E4

 

M
ap

 o
f 

Ca
m

p 
Si

te
s 

E5
 

Vi
su

al
 A

rt
s 

F 
 J

ou
rn

al
 F

1 
Fa

m
ily

 F
2 

Th
e 

M
es

s 
H

al
l F

3 
M

or
ni

ng
 G

lo
ri

es
 F

4 
Jo

ur
ne

y 
F5

 
Ex

tr
a 

S
ug

ge
st

ed
 

Re
ad

in
g 

G 
A 

Pr
om

is
e 

Ke
pt

 G
1 
 

Th
e 

Br
ac

el
et

 G
2 

 
Su

gg
es

te
d 

Re
ad

in
g 

an
d 

Re
so

ur
ce

s 
fo

r 
Fu

rt
he

r 
Le

ss
on

s 
G3

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
Re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
Re

so
ur

ce
s 

fo
r 

Fu
rt

he
r 

Le
ss

on
s 

G4
 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
Re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
Re

so
ur

ce
s 

fo
r 

Fu
rt

he
r 

Le
ss

on
s 

G5
 

 



18 ♦♦♦♦♦  Life Interrupted: Journey Home

Li
fe

 I
nt

er
ru

pt
ed

 E
le
m
en

ta
ry

 U
ni
t 

Pl
an

W
ha

t 
do

es
 a

 j
ou

rn
ey

 t
ea

ch
 y

ou
 a

bo
ut

 y
ou

rs
el
f 

an
d 

th
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

 o
f 

ho
m
e?

W
ee

k 
2:

  
W

ha
t 

m
ak

es
 a

 p
la
ce

 a
 h

om
e?

 
M

on
da

y 
6 

T
ue

sd
ay

 7
 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 8

 
T
hu

rs
da

y 
9 

Fr
id

ay
 1

0 
Jo

ur
ne

y 
to

 T
op

az
 

Re
ad

in
g 

an
d 

D
is
cu

ss
io
n 

Q
ue

st
io
ns

 A
 

Ex
ce

rp
ts

  f
ro

m
 

Ch
ap

te
rs

 1
1-

12
 “

A
 

H
om

e 
in

 t
he

 D
es

er
t”

 
an

d 
“D

us
t 

St
or

m
” A

6 

Ex
ce

rp
ts

  f
ro

m
 

Ch
ap

te
rs

 1
3-

14
 “A

 
La

st
 V

is
it

” a
nd

 
“T

ra
ge

dy
 a

t 
D

us
k”

 
A

7 

Ex
ce

rp
ts

  f
ro

m
 

Ch
ap

te
rs

 1
5-

16
 

“G
oo

d 
N

ew
s”

 a
nd

 
“A

no
th

er
 G

oo
db

ye
” 

A
8 

Ex
ce

rp
ts

  f
ro

m
 

Ch
ap

te
r 

17
 

“H
el

lo
 W

or
ld

” A
9 

Co
nc

lu
si

on
 A

10
  

Jo
ur

na
l 
W

ri
ti
ng

 
Pr

om
pt

s 
B 

D
es

cr
ib

e 
yo

ur
 h

om
e.

  
W

ha
t 

ar
e 

yo
ur

 
fa

vo
ri

te
 t

hi
ng

s 
ab

ou
t 

yo
ur

 h
om

e?
 B

6 

W
ri

te
 a

bo
ut

 a
 s

ad
 

ti
m

e 
in

 y
ou

r 
lif

e.
  

H
ow

 d
id

 o
th

er
s 

he
lp

 
yo

u?
 B

7 

W
ri

te
 a

bo
ut

 a
 t

im
e 

yo
u 

ha
d 

to
 s

ay
 

go
od

by
e 

to
 

so
m

et
hi

ng
 o

r 
so

m
eo

ne
.  

H
ow

 d
id

 
yo

u 
fe

el
? 

B8
 

D
es

cr
ib

e 
wh

at
 it

 
wo

ul
d 

be
 li

ke
 if

 y
ou

 
we

re
 li

ke
 Y

uk
i, 

st
ar

ti
ng

 o
ve

r 
ag

ai
n 

on
 a

 n
ew

 j
ou

rn
ey

. B
9 

Th
in

k 
ab

ou
t 

Yu
ki

’s 
jo

ur
ne

y 
in

 t
he

 b
oo

k.
  

W
ha

t 
do

 jo
ur

ne
ys

 
te

ac
h 

us
 a

bo
ut

 
ou

rs
el

ve
s 

an
d 

ou
r 

ho
m

es
? 

B1
0 

W
or

d 
Sk

ill
s 

(V
oc

ab
ul
ar

y,
 

S
pe

lli
ng

 a
nd

 
Gr

am
m
ar

) 
C 

Vo
ca

bu
la

ry
 a

nd
 

S
pe

lli
ng

 L
is

t 
fo

r 
W

ee
k 

2 
C6

 

W
ri

ti
ng

 a
 F

ri
en

dl
y 

Le
tt

er
 C

7 
Cu

bi
ng

 C
8 

Co
nn

ec
t 

Tw
o 

C9
  

Vo
ca

bu
la

ry
 a

nd
 

Sp
el

lin
g 

Te
st

, W
ee

k 
2 

C1
0 

Re
ad

in
g 

Co
m
pr

eh
en

si
on

 D
 

Re
ad

in
g 

W
ea

th
er

 
Fa

ct
s 

D
6 

Le
tt

er
s 

fr
om

 t
he

 
Ca

m
ps

 D
7 

D
an

ie
l I

no
uy

e 
D

8 
O

ne
 F

la
g:

 A
 Y

ea
r 

at
 

Ro
hw

er
 D

9 
St

ud
en

ts
’ P

or
tf

ol
io

 
Pr

es
en

ta
ti

on
s 

D
10

 
So

ci
al
 S

tu
di

es
 E

 
Cl

im
at

e 
Co

m
pa

ri
so

n:
 

D
es

er
t 

E6
 

Ca
m

p 
Ex

pe
ri

en
ce

 E
7 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
s 

E8
 

Ro
le

 P
la

yi
ng

 E
9 

Ge
or

ge
 T

ak
ei

 V
is

it
s 

Ro
hw

er
 E

10
 

Vi
su

al
 A

rt
s 

F 
H

om
e 

F6
 

A
 G

if
t 

F7
 

M
ot

he
r 

an
d 

Ch
ild

 F
8 

Th
e 

Ca
ge

d 
Bi

rd
 

Si
ng

s 
of

 F
re

ed
om

 F
9 

St
ud

en
t 

Po
rt

fo
lio

 
Pr

es
en

ta
ti

on
s 

F1
0 

Ex
tr

a 
S
ug

ge
st

ed
 

Re
ad

in
g 

G 
S

ug
ge

st
ed

 R
ea

di
ng

 
an

d 
Re

so
ur

ce
s 

fo
r 

Fu
rt

he
r 

Le
ss

on
s 

G6
  

Su
gg

es
te

d 
Re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
Re

so
ur

ce
s 

fo
r 

Fu
rt

he
r 

Le
ss

on
s 

G7
 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
Re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
Re

so
ur

ce
s 

fo
r 

Fu
rt

he
r 

Le
ss

on
s 

G8
  

Su
gg

es
te

d 
Re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
Re

so
ur

ce
s 

fo
r 

Fu
rt

he
r 

Le
ss

on
s 

G9
  

Su
gg

es
te

d 
Re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
Re

so
ur

ce
s 

fo
r 

Fu
rt

he
r 

Le
ss

on
s 

G1
0 

 


