
CAHC MURF Lesson Plan 2 
 
Period: ~1945-2000 
 
Introduction 
 
In this activity, you will examine primary sources on the I-630 interstate in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
to discover how this transportation project changed the cultural, economic, and demographic 
makeup of Little Rock.  
 
Essential questions (teacher’s choice): 
 
Why do cities change? 
 
Which technologies characterize life in a city? How do technological innovations and 
advancements impact life in cities? 
 
How and why do changes in transportation and communication affect life in cities? 
 
How do geography tools help us understand why and how cities change, e.g., maps, graphs, 
globes, charts, GIS, etc?  
 
Guiding question: 
 
How do transportation changes affect a city? (culture, housing, demographics, economy) 
 
National Council for the Social Studies Themes 
3: People, Places, and Environments 
  
Arkansas Social Studies Standards 
United States History Since 1929 
H.5.USH.21 
Construct historical arguments for long-term effects of social and economic changes occurring 
during the mid-20th century using available data and multiple 
sources. 
 
World Geography 
G.2.WG.9 Compare the changes over time in the boundaries and characteristics of regions 
caused by various factors using geographic representations and data (e.g., climate, technology, 
migration, conflict, government).  
 
G.3.WG.2 Analyze the effects of various influences on population distribution and migration on 
society (e.g., history, migration, physical environment, economy, politics, technology, climate, 
land use, resources). 



 
G.3.WG.3 Analyze various push-and-pull factors that lead to migration and changes in these 
factors over time.  
 
 
Prior Learning  

● Urban growth in the early-mid 20th century 
● Urban renewal programs from the mid-20th century 
 

*Note: The topics and prior learning in this lesson plan are related to those in MURF lesson 
plans 1 + 3* 
 
Learning Objective 
Students will explain economic and demographic change in Little Rock concerning 
transportation over time 
 
Key terms (defined in lesson plan materials) 

● Interstate Highway System 
● ACORN 

 
Materials  
 

● Maps-racial distribution of Little Rock from 1960-2020 
● History channel video “The Creation of America's Highway System | The Engineering 

that Built the World (Season 1)” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHZukqaRdoA&ab_channel=HISTORY 

● Expansion or Segregation: The History of I-630 in Little Rock (site renovations in 
progress. Not all links currently accessible): 
https://gislabualr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=4201e770c78a41c9
ae993f4421f1fb26 

 
Procedures  
 

1) Starter 
 

a. Teacher shows students the History channel video “The Creation of America's 
Highway System | The Engineering that Built the World (Season 1)” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHZukqaRdoA&ab_channel=HISTORY 
 
This video provides a brief overview of the history of the Interstate Highway 
System to provide context for the construction of I-630 in Little Rock. 

 
b. Teacher shows students Google Maps view of I-630 and the surrounding area of 

Little Rock 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHZukqaRdoA&ab_channel=HISTORY
https://gislabualr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=4201e770c78a41c9ae993f4421f1fb26
https://gislabualr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=4201e770c78a41c9ae993f4421f1fb26
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHZukqaRdoA&ab_channel=HISTORY


https://www.google.com/maps/place/I-630,+Little+Rock,+AR/@34.7387383,-
92.3499535,8609m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x87d2a49a715009cf:0xeefbb3d
939b021cc!8m2!3d34.7445653!4d-92.3281472!16zL20vMDN5bDg3?entry=ttu 
 

c. Students respond to the question: “Why do you think I-630 was built in the middle 
of the city?” 
 

2) Guiding questions (What will we do today?) 
How do transportation changes affect a city’s 

● culture 
● housing 
● demographics 
● economy 

 
Changes to Little Rock’s Black population (including areas along I-630) 

● Teachers show students maps of Little Rock’s Black population from 1960, 1980, 2000, 
and 2020. The class discusses how/why residential demographics changed. 

 
History of I-630 construction and overview of effects 

● Class views StoryMap: Expansion or Segregation: The History of I-630 in Little Rock 
https://gislabualr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=4201e770c78a41c9
ae993f4421f1fb26 
 

Arkansas Highways Department’s perspective on the construction of I-630 
● Students individually read pages 8-12 of Arkansas Highways Vol. 31 Winter 1985 No. 4.  

https://www.ardot.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Vol.-31-Winter-1985-No.-4.pdf 
 
Note: Arkansas Highways was created as a quarterly newsletter for Arkansas Highway 
Department employees. This issue describes the opening of the last completed section 
of I-630 in 1985 and includes a summary of the project history.  
 

Suggested Activity 
 
Write a short essay (3-4 paragraphs) on how the construction of I-630 affected Little Rock 
citizens. Include specific examples from the sources you looked at today. 
 

I-630 Writing Assignment Activity 

Criteria Ratings Pts 
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Includes history of the 
construction of I-630 

 5 / 5 pts 

Includes examples of I-630’s 
impact on Little Rock 
citizens (demolition of 
businesses and housing, 
racial distribution, westward 
expansion, etc.) 
 

 15 /15 pts 

Total Points: 20 

 
Assessment 
 
Exit ticket: Why was I-630 built? How do you or your parents use I-630 today? 
 
Extension relevance 
 
Search recent construction projects on I-630. Find an article to share with the class. 
 
Search how I-630 was involved in the 2020 Black Lives Matter protests in Little Rock and write a 
paragraph. 


