MARTA HICKS: What is your name?
¥R. WALKER: My neme is Sidney Walker.
MARTA HICKS: When and where were you born?

MR. WAIXER: I waes born in Helena, Arkamsas,out in the country area,the year 1893,
October 12.

MARTA HICKS: Who were your parents?

MR. WAIXER: My parents were MNr, and lrs. Sidney and Lucille Walker.

MARTA HICKS: Where in Arkansa did your parents come from? Will you tell me something
about your parents and grandparents?

MR, WALKER: Iy parents came from around Tunica, Mississipvi. They were sharecroprers,

bater they owmed their own farm, They did not really like s#harecropping » beqause
at the the end of the year...at the end of the year you never ended up with nothing,
My parents were two of the lmppiest pedple,although they had maxy problems. I

can not remember anything about my grandparents , although I would hear my m@ rents
talk about them.

MARTA HICKS: How many members were there in your family?

MR, WAIKER: There were fourteen children in my family, seven girls and seven bogs.

ITwas the eleventh child, 3oy! did we have a good time.lMy mother never had a

» 4
dull moment, she was constant shouting, $top that or this or I will tan your hide. A

MARTA HICKS: What kind of education did you have? Can you tell me about your first

day in school?

MR, WALKER: I most certainly can remember my first day in school.I was very anxious

about going to school, I @ould hardly waiti During my time school only went to
the sixth grade, If you finished the sixth grade it was a proud thing to do. Well,
Itfinished the sixth grade. I had plamned to go to Shotter College in | Bagtle Bock,
Arkansas, I really wanted to become a teacher but my parents were not able to

send me to college. We did not have ppretunities like the children of today, grants
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and other aideé from the govermment, The gomernment was in poor condition
at this time and they did not have any money.

MARTA HICKS: Tell me about your first day in school, Mr, Walker,

MR. WALKER: Oh,yes, I had almost forgotton about that first day in school, First of
of all let me tell you what my school looked like., We had a small-one large room=—
schoolhouse with a large wood or coal burning stove and it would do the job o
of heating the place up. There were not many students at one time because some
of the children had to go to school during different seasons. Our teachers did
not have a college edu.cation.ﬁey were young and most of the time had finished
the sixth grade.

MARTA HICKS: What were your chores as a child?

VR, WAEKER: Since we lived on a farm my chores were maxy., I had to feed the hogs, milk
the cows, cut wood for the fireplace and help harvest during harvesting time,

MARTA HICKS: How did your family make a living?

MR, WALKER: My parents made ®ir living by selling products from our farm. We sold
quite a large amount of cotton and okra and tomatoes. We never had *o buy axﬁr
thing from the city because we raised it on our farm.

IIARTA HICKS: Where did you live during the depressiontand how many rooms did you have
in your home?

MR. WALKER: I lived in Scott, Arlansas, during the time of the depression. I was
marikied and away from home at this time. I had no children and I lived in a
four room house. It was just a simple house with a small amount 'of furniture.

MARTA HICKS: How did you meke a living during the depression?

MR, WALKER:There were almost no job offerings during the depression so a man had to
work on' a job in order to feed his family, so I worked chopring and picking cotton,

for .75 cents a pound. Prices were low for food so .75 cents was a nice sim of

money.
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MARTA HICKS: What kind of foods did your wife premre for you?

MR, WALKER: Iy wife prepared just what we lmnd in our gardeng—greens ,swee‘lipojatoes,
corn on the cobb or fried corn and okra, When you talk about the thirties you
are talking about some hard times, People were glad to get anything to. eas, es-
pecially the ones whb had large families and the ones who did not have families,

MARTA HICKS: Mr. Walker,is there anything you would like to tell me about your parents
or the 1930's that we have not talked about?

MR, WALKER: Yes, I would like to tell you one of the funny stories thé.t my opparents
would tell me, It was this lady who was thought to be dead and she was on her
cooling board. This lady all of a sudden rose up and everybody ran out of that
place, Thaf same lady never looked right , She got married and had a family, I
would like toii;:a‘g last time that the 30's waehard times and people these days can-

not appreciate what they havehow.




