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AT the last sesison of Congress, the
President of the United States commu-
nicated a message embracing a state-
ment of ¢ Discoveries made in explor-
ing the Missouri, Red river, and Washi-
ta ; by captains Lewis, and Clarke,
Doctor Sibley and Mr Dunbar, with
statistical account of the countries ade
jacent.”’

Owing to the mass of interesting
raatter, which aheut that time pressed
for insertion in our gazeites, the inter-
esting contents of this message did not
recelve the detailed notice, which o-
iherwise would have been given them,
As time has in no ways dimini.hed their |
value, we now purposeto occupy a few |
of our columns with them, It is espe-
clally desirable that tull and correct
information of this Western country
ghould be widely diffused among our ci«
tizens at a period, when steady and sys-
tematic cfforts are making to deceive
thea,

OBSERVATIONS

Made in a voyage commencing at St
Catharine’s landing, on the east bank |
of the Mississippi, proceeding down-
wards to the mouth of Red river, and )
from thence ascending that river, the
Black river, aad the Washita river,
s high as the hot springs in the proxi-
mity of the last mentioned river, eX-
tracted from the journals of William
Dunbar, esq. and doctor Hunter,

Maza. Duscar, doctor Hunter, and
the party employed by the United States
to make a survey of, and explore the
country traversed by the YVashita ri-
ver, left St. Catharine’s landing, on the
Mississippl,y in latitude 51 deg. 26 win.
50 sec. N. and longitude 6 .5 min.
56 sec, W. from the meridian of Greens
wich, on Tuesday the 16th of October,
1804. A little distance below St, Ca-
tharine’s creek, and five leagues from
Natches, they passeédthe White Cliffs,
cofaposed chiefly of sand, surmounted
by pine, and from one hundred to two
hundred feet high, When the waters
ot the Mississippl are low, the base of
the cliff is uncovered, which consists of
different coloured clays, am.i spme beds
of ochre, over which there lics, in some
places, a thinlamina of iron ore. Small
springs possessing a petnfying quahity
flow over the clay and cciare, and nufne-
yous logs and picces of timber, con-
verted inte stone, are strewed about the
peach, Fine pure argil of yarious co-
lours, chielly white and red, is found
here.

Ou the 17th they arvived at the mouth
of Red river, the confluence of which
with the Mississippi, agreeably to the
observations of My, de Ferrer, lies mn
fatitude 51 deg. 1 min. 15 tec. N, and
longitude 6h. 7 min. 10 sec. west of
Greenwich. Ited river is here about
five hundved yards wide, and witkout
any sensivle current. The banks of
the river are clothed with willow ; the
tand Tow and subject to inundation, to
the Leight of thirty feet or more above
the level of the water at this time,
I'he mouth of the Red river is account-
ed to be seyeuty five leagues from New
Orlezns, and three miles higher up than
the Chafalaya, or Opelousa river, which
was probably a continuation of the Red
river, when its waters did notunite with
those of the Mississippi but during the
mundation, . A

On the 18th the survey of the Red ri-
ver was commenced, and on the even-
ing of the 19th the party arrived at the
noouth of the Black river, in latitude
3ideg. 15 min. 48 scc. N. anc about 26
miles from the Mississippt, The Red
river-derives its name from therich fat
¢arth, or marle, of that colour, borne
Jown by the floods ; the last of which
appeared to have deposited o the high
bunk @ stratum of upwards of half an |
fnch in thickness, "Ulie vegetation an !
its banks is surprisingly luxuriant ; no
doubt owing to the deposition of marle
Quring its annual fidods. ‘The willows

LCypress swamps, where more or less

} this island, a small settlement of a cou

grow to a good size ; but other forest
trees are much smaller than those seen
on the banks of the Mississippr. As|
you adyauce up the niver, it grodually ‘!
warrows 3 in latitude 31 deg. 08 min, |
W, it is about two hundred yards wide, !
awhich wi th is continued to the mouth

of Black river, where cachof themap<{ which this Frenchman 1s settled,

one hundred and filty yards

pears
T'he banks of the riverare co-

UCross,

vered with pea vine and several sorts margin of the river is the cheria root,
of grass, bearmg seed, which geese ' used in medieine, and the canfac, oc-
aud aucks eal very greedily ; and theve |
ave generally seen willows growing on |
one side, and on the other a small!

mrowth of lack oaky packawn, hickory,
vim, &c. ‘The current in the Bed river
is s0 moderate asscarcely to ufford an
impediment to Its assent,

On scunding the Blagk river a little
nbove its mouth, there was found twen.
ty fect of water, with abottom of black
sand, ‘The water of Black river is ra-
thier clearer than that of the Ohio, and
of a warm temperature, which it ma
peceive from the water flowing ioto it
Yzom the valiey of the Mississippi, par-
ticularly by the Catahoola. At noonon
the 28d, by 2 good wmeridian observa-
tion, they ascertained their latitude to
lie 50 deg. 35 min. 29 sec. I\ and were

yhen @ litle below the mouths of the

Catahioola, Washita and Bayan Venza,
the united waters of which form the
Black river, The current is very gentle
the whole length of the Black viver,
which in many places does not exceed
eighty yards in width. The banks on
the lower part of the river present a
great luxuriance of vegetation and rapk
grass, with red and black oaky ash,
paccawn, hickery, and some elms®,
The soil is black marle, mixed with a
moderate proportion of sand, resem-
bling much the soil on the Mississippi
banks § yet the forest troes are not lof-
ty, like those on the margin of the great
river, butresembling the growth on the
Red river, In latitude 81 deg. 22 min,
46 sec, N, they observed that canes
grew onseveral parts of the right bank,
a proof that the land is hot deeply over-

owed ; perhiaps from one to three feet s
the banks have the appearance of sta-
bility ; very hittle willow, or other pros
ductions of a newly formed boil being
scen on either side. QOn advancing up
the river, the timber becomes farger,
in some places rising to the height of
forty feet ; yet the land isliable to be
inundated; pot from the waters of Ljis
small river, but from the intrusion of its
more powertul neighbor the Mississippi.
‘T'he lands decline rapidiy, as in all al-
luvial countiies, from the margio to the

water stagnutesall the year round. On
the 21st they passed a small but elevated
1sland, said to be the only one in this
river for more than one hundred lea-
gues ascending, On the left bank, near

ple of acres has been begun by a man
and his wife, 'I'he banks are not less
than torty feet above the present level
of the water in the river, and are but
ravely overflowed : on both sides they
are clothed with rich cane brake,
pierced by creeks fit to carry boats dur- |
ing the inundation,

They saw many cormorants, and the
hoeping crauve; geese and ducks are
not yet abundaut, but arz said to arrive
in myviade, with the rainsand winter’s
cold. They shot a fowl of the duck
kind, whose foot was partiull{ divided;
and the body coyered with a bluish, or

house stands on an Indian mount, with
several others in view, There is alsoa
species of rampart surrounding this
place, and one very elevated mount, a
view ano descriptior of which 1s post-
poned till the return ; their present si-
teation not allowing of the requisite de-
lay, "The soil is equal to the beat Mis-
sissippi bottoms *.

They obtained from the French set-
tler the followiung list of distances be-
tween the mouth of Red river and the

ost on the Washica, called fort Miro,
‘rom the wouth of Red river to the
mouth of Black river, 10 leagues

To the mouth oi Catahoola, ‘
Washita, and Tenza,

To the river Ha-ha, on the
right, é

To the Prairie de Villemont,
on the same side,

To the bayau Louis, on the
same side, rapids herey
Tobayau Boeuls,on the same

side, 4
T'o the Prairie Noyu, (drown-

ed savanna),

To Pine Point, ou the left,

T'o bayau Calumet,

‘T'o the coal wmine, on the
right, and Gypsum o the
oppesite shore,

To the first sctticment;

To Fowt Miro,
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: Leagues, 91

T'rom this place they proceeded to
the mouth of Washita, in lat, 35 d. 87 m,
7 4, N. and epcamped on the cvening of
the 23d.

Vhis river derives it appellation from
the name Of an Indian tribe formeriy
resident oh its banks j the remnant of
which, it is said, went irto tlie great
plains to the westward; and either com-
pose a small tribe themselves, or are
incorporated into another nation. The
Black river loses its numne at the junc.
tion of the Washita, Catahoolay and
Tenza; although our maps represent it
as taking place of the Washita, The
Tenza und Catahocla are also named
from Indian wibes now extiect, The
Jatter is a crezk twelve leagues long,
eight lengues in length and about two

lead coloured plumage, On the merh-
ing of the twenty-second, they observed |
green matter floating on the river, sup- |
posed to come from the Catahoola and |
other lules and bayaus of stagnant wa- |
ter, which, when raised a ligtie by rain, |
flow into the Black river ; and aiso
many patches of an aquatic plant, ve- |
sembling small islands; some floating on
the surface of the river, and others ad.
hering to, or resting on the shore and
logs, On exawmining this plant, it was
found a hollow, jbinted stem, with roots
of the same torm, extremely light; with
very natrrow willow shaped leaves pro-
jecting from the joint, embracing howe-
ver, the whole of the tube, and extend- |
ing to the next ilerior joint or knot, |
The extremity of each branch is termi- |
nated by a spike of very slender, nar-
row seminal leaves from one to two
inches in length, and one tenth, or less,
in breadth, producingits seed on the un-
derside of the leaf, in a double row al-
most in contact 1 the grains alternately
placed in perfect regularity : not being |
able to find the flower, its class and or- |
der could not be determined, although
it is not probably new, Towards the
upper patt of the Black river, the thore
abounded with muscles and periwinkles,
Tue muscles were of the kind called
vearl muscles, The men dressed a
quantity of them, copsidering them as
an_ agreeable tood ; but Mr, D. found
them tough enough and unpalatable, .
On arriving at the mouth of the Ca.
tahoola, they landed to procure infor-
matien from a Frenchman settled there,
Having a grant from the Spanish go-
vernment, e has made a small settle-
ment, and keeps a ferry-boat for carry-
ing over men and horses travelling to
and from Natchez, and the settlements
on Red river and on the Washita river.
I'he country liere is all alluvial. In
process of time, the rivers shutting up
ancient passages and elevating the banks
over which their waters p.ss, no longer
communicate with the same facility as
formerly ; the consequence is, that
many. larger tracts formerly subject to
inundation, are now entirely exempt
irom that inconvenience. Such is the
situation of a most yvaluable tract upon
1is

¥ Among the plants growing on the

«casipnally used by the hunters for food :
the last lias a bulbous root, ten times
the size of a man’s fist, In preparing
it, they first wash it clean from earth,
pound it well, and add water to the
mass and stir itup; after a moment’s
settlement the water and fecula is
poured off ; this eperation is repeated
untilit vields no gore fecula, the tibrous
part ouly being left, whieh is (hrown
away as useless; the water s then
poured from the sediment, which is
dried in the sun and will keep a long
time. It is reduced into powder and
mixed with Indian meal or flour, and
makes wholesome and agrecable food.
The labor is performed by the women
whilst they are keeping the camp, and
their husbands are in the woods hunts

leagues in breadth, Tt lies west from
the mouth of the Catalioolay, and com-
municates with the Red river during the
great annual inundation, At the wes
os northwest angle of the lake, acreek
called Little river, enters; which pres
serves a channel with running water at
all seusons, meandeving wlong the bed
of the lake ; but in all other parts its
superfices, during the dry season {rom
July to November, and often later, is
completely drained,and becomes cover-
ed with the most luxurious herbage; the
bed of the lake then becomes the resi-
dence of immense herds of deery of
turkeys, geese, cranes, 8¢, which feed
on the grass and grain, Bayaa Tenza
serves only to drain off a part of the
waters of the inundation from the low
lands of the Mississippi, whichhere com-
municate with the Dlack river during
the season of high water.

B tween the mouth of the Washita,
and Villemont’s. prairie on the right,
the currént of the viver is gentle, and
the bauks favorable for towing. The
13nds oa both sideshave the appearance
of being above the ipundation ; the tim-
ber generally such as high lands pro-
duce, being chiefly red, white and black
oaks, intersper-ed with a variety of
other trees. 'I'he magnolia grandifiora,
that infalliblesign of the land not being
subject to inundauton, is not, however,
amoug them, Along the bafiks a stra-
tum of solid elay, or marle, is observas
ble, apparently of 4n ancient deposition.
It lies in oblique positions, making an
angle of pearly thivty degrees with the
horizon, and generaily inclined with the
descent of the river, although in a tew
cases the position was contrary. Tim-
ber is seen projecting from undet the
solid bank, which seems indurated, and
unquestionably very ancient, presenting
a very different appearvance from re-
ceatly formed soil, ‘I'be river is about
80 yards wide. A league above the
mouth of the Washita, the bayau Harha
comes in unexpectedly from the right,
and is one of the many passages through
which the waters of the greatinunda-
tion penetrate and pervade all the low
countries, annihilating, for a time, the
currents of the lesser rivers inthe
neighborhood of she Mississippi. The
vegetation is remarkably vigorousalong
the alluvial banks, which are covered
with a thick shrubbery, and innumera-
ule plants in ful] bLlossom at this late
season, ‘

* ‘There is an embankment runping
from the Catahoola to Blach river (in-
closing abont twohundred acres of rich
land), at present about ten feet high,
and ten feet broad. This surrounds
four large mouds of earth ut the distanee
of a baw shot frou each other ; each of
which may be twenty feet high, oue
hundred feet hroad, and three handred
teet long at the top, besides a stupen-
dous turret situate on theback part of
the wholey or farthest feom thie water,
whose base covers about an acre of
ground, rising by two steps or storics
tapering in the ascemt, the whole sur-
mounted by a great cone with 1ts top
cutoff. ‘T'his tower of exrth on admea-
surement was fduud to be eighty feet

ing.

Perpendicuhr,

Villemont’s prairie s o namsd in
confequence of 145 being included with-
in a grant under the French govern.
ment te a gentleman of that naine,—
Many other parzs of the  Wafhita are
named after their early proprietors.
The French people projeéted and be
gaw extenflive fettlements on this river,
but the general maflacre, planned and
in part executed by the Indians againft
them, and the conlequent deltruction of
the Natchez tibe by the French, broke
up all thefe underrakings, and they
were not recommenced under that go-
vernment, Thofe prairies are plains or
fuvannas, without timber ; generally
yery fertiley and produce an exuber-
ance of ftrong, thick aund coarfe bers
bage. When a picce of ground has
once got into this ftate in an Jndian
j country, it can have no opportunity of
reproducing timber, it being an invari.
able praétice to fet fire to the dry grafs
in the fall or winter, to obtain the aa-
vantage of atthaling game when the
young tender grafs begins to {pring ;
i this deftroys the young timber, and the
prairie annually gains upon thé wood-
Jand, It is prohable that the immenfe
plains known to exift in Anietica, may
owe their origin to this cultom. "L he
{ plans ot the Wathita lie chiefly on the

! eaft fide, and being generally formed

[ like the Mifliffippi land floping from the
i bank of the river 1o the great river,
itth are more or lels fubjeét to inunda-
i tion in the rear ; and in certain great
. floods the water has advanced {o far as
to be ready to pour over the margin
into che Wafiiita.  This has now be-
| come & very rare thing, and it inay be
| eftimated that from a quarter of a mile
{ to awile in depth, will remain free from
{inundation during high floods. This is
| pretty much the cafe with thof= lands
i nearly as high as the polt of the Walhi.
| ta, wath the exeeprion ol certain ridges
lof primitive high land ; the ret  bemg
evidently alluvial, although nor now
fubjet to be inun ated by the Wafliita
viver in conf-quence of the gréat depth
L which the bed of the river has acquired
{ by abralions  Qa approaching towards
!thc Bayau Louig, which empties its
| waters- ifito the Yvathita on the right,
la little “below the rapidsy there isa
| greatdzal of high land on both fides,
1‘ which produces pine and other timber,
{not the growth of inundated lands. At
the foot of the rapids the navigation of
the river is impgded by beas of gravel
formed in it. The ficlt rapids lie in la+
titude 31 deg. 48 min, 57y 5 fec. N.
a little above which there is a  high
vidge of primitive earthy ftudded with
sbundance of fragments of rocks or
{tone, which appears to have been thrown
up to the furface im a very irregular
manners The ftoue is of afriable na-
tire, fome of it having the appearance
of indurated clay—-the outlide is b'ack-
ifh from expofure to the air, within it
is a greyith white—it is {faid that in the
liill the {trata are 1egular, and that good
grindftones may be here obtained, The
laft of the rapide, which is formed by a
| ledge of rocks croffing the entire bed of
| the river, was pafled in the evening of
lzhc 27th 3 above it the water became
| again like a will pond and about anc
{ hundred yards wide. ~ The whole of
thefe firlt fhoals or rapids embraced an
{extent of amile and a half; the ob-
: ftrulion was not contipued, but felt at
| fhort intervals in ghis diftance.  Oa the
| v ght, about 4 leagues from the rapids,
Etlmy pafled the * Bayau aux Boeufs,”
i a little above a rocky hill ; high lands
and favanna sre feen on the right, Qo
| foundiug the river they found three fa-
| thoms water on a hottom of mudand
ifand.  The banks of the river, above
'the Bayau, feem to retain very little
!alluvial {oil ; the highland earth, which
lis a fandy Joam of alight grey colour,
;with {ireaks ot red fand and clay, is
!feen on the lete Wank ; the {ail not vich,
bearing pines, inter{perfed with red oak,
hickory and. dogwood. ~ The river is
from 60 to 100 yards wide here, but
decreafes as you advance.  The next
rapid is made by a ledge of rocks tra-
verfing the river, and narrowing the
water channel to about 80 yards. The
width between the high banks cannot be
lefs than 100 yards,and the banksirow
80 to 40 feet high,  In latitude 352
deg. 10 wiln. 13 fec. rapids and fhoals
again occuvred, and the channs] was
yery narrow 3 the fand bayrs 4t every
point excended fo far into the bend as
to leave little more than the breadthof
the boas of water fufficiently deep for
her palfage, dlthough it {preads overa
width ot feventy or eighty yarda upon
the (houl.

In the afternoon of the 811t they paf-
fed a little plantation. or f=ttlement on
the 1ight, and at night arrived at three
others adjoining  eagh other,  Thele

fettlements are on a plain of prairies
the {oil of which we way beé ailured is
| alluvial from the regular flopé which
{the land has from the river. Thebed
'of the river is now fuliiciéntly deep to
free them from the inconvenience of its
inundation ; yet in the rear the waters
ot the Mifliflippi approach, and fime=
times leave dry but a narrow firip along
the bank of the river. Tt is however
now more common, that the extent of
the fields cultivated [from 1.4 to 1-2
niile] remains dry during the {eafon of
inundation ; the {oil here is very good,
butnot equal to the Mifliffippi bot-
toms 3 it may be efteemcd fecond rates
Ata fmall diftancé to the ealt are exa
tenfive cyprefs fwamp:. over which the

waters of the inandation =lways fiand

to thedepth of from 15 to 27 teets On

the welt {ide, afrar pafling over the vala

ley ofthe river whofe beea'th varics
froma quarter of .2 mile to two wiles,

or mare, the lind aTumes & coifideiaa

ble elevation, froni 100 to 390 feet, &

extends all along to the fettlements of

the Red river.  Thefe high luands are
reported to be . pook, and badly waters
ed, being chiefly what is tcrmeéd pine

barren, There is bere u ferry and road
ot communication between thé poft of
the Walhits aind thé Natclicg, and a

fork ot this road pafles onto the fettles

ment called the Rapids; on  Red river,
diftant trom this place; by computatony

150 miles:

derable traci of land, grauted by the
Spiauish government to the Marquis of
Maison Ronge; a French emigranty
whe bequeathed it with all bis property:
to M. Bouligny; son of the late colonel
of the Louisiana regiment, and by him.
sold to Damel Clarke. It is said to exs
tend from the post of Washita with &
breadth of £ leagues, inclaling the ris
ver dawn to the Bayan Calumiét j the
computed distance of which along the
river is called 30 leagues; but supposed
not more than 12 in a direct lne:
Qa the 6:h of
ternoon, the party arrived at the post
the Washitd, in lat, 32 deg, 29 min, 3
sec, 25 N, where they were politely rea
ceived by licut, Bowmar, who linmedi«
ately offered the hospitality of his
dwelling with all the services in his
ower.

From the ferry te this placathie aavie
gation of the river is;at this season, 1=
terrupted by many shoals and rapidse
The general width is from 80 to 10
yards, ‘I'he water is extremely agrees
able todrink, and much clearer than
that of the Ohio, Inthis respect itis
very unlike its two neighbors; the Ars
kansa and Red rivers, whose waters
are loaded with earthy matters of a red-
dish brown color, giving to them a chos
colate like appearance ; and when
those watersare low, are noi potabls,
being brackish from the great number
of salt springs which flow iato them, and
probably from the beds of rock salt 0=
ver which they may pass, « The banks
of the yiver presented very little ap=
pearance of alluvial land, but furnished
an infintude of beautiful landscapes,
heightened by the vivid coloriug th:y
derive from the autumnal changes of
the leaf, Mr, Duanbar observes, that
the change of colorin the leaves of ve=
getables, which is probably eccasioned
by the oxygen of Gie aumosphere acling‘
on the vegetable matter, deprived of

ple, may serve as an excellent guide to
the naturalist, who directs his attention
to the discovery of new objects for the
use of the dyer:
niarked that the leaves of ' those irees
whose bark or wood are known to pro-
duce a dye,are changed in autumn to
the same color which is extracted in
the dyer's vat from the woods ; more-

allum, &c. whichyields oxygen: thus
the foliage of the liickory anl oak,
which piodaces the quercitron bark, is
changed before its fail into a beautitul
yellow ; cther oaks assume a fawn cos
loty a liver color,ora blood: colory and
are known to yield dyes of the same
cemplexion.

In lat, 82 deg. 18 min, N. De. Hunter
Jdiscovered nlong the river side a sub-
stance nearly resembling mineral goal ¢
its appearance was that of the carbon-
ated wood desoribed by Kirwan, It
does not easily burn ; but on being ap«

bly tncreased ity and yielded a faint
sinell, vesembling in ashght degree that
of the gum lac of common sealing wax,

quannties of gravel and sand upon the
beachesip this part of the river, A
reddish clay appeavsin the strata, wnusl,
wdurajed and biackened by exposuyc
to the hight wud agip, e Mg

The positio: culled fore Mive bein,
the property of & private person, wh
was formerdy eivil commandant here
the lieut, has tak¢n post about 400'ydye-

qes, and inclosed them with a sligh
stockade,  Upon viewing the countr
cast of the viver, it iv'evidently allovi
—the surface has a gentle slope fro,
the viver to the rear ofthe plantatiog
The Jandls of exgellont quulity, beis
E AT A A o e Se
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On this pait of the river liés a consia .

ovitbery it the afs |

the protecting power of the vital princi-

Tor he has alwaysrea

plied to the flame of a candle, it sensia -

Softiriible stene is common, & great |

-

especially by the use of mordants, as

lower ; has built himgelf some log hon



