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National Intelligencer.
AT the last aesisoii of Congress, tbe

President of tbe United States commu-
nicated a message embracing a state-
ment of" Discoveries made in explor-
ing the Missouri, Red river, and Washi-
ta ; by captains Lewis, md CI irke,
Dot torSibley and Mr Dunbar, with U
statistical account of the countries ad*
jacent.*'

Owing to the mass Of interesting
cr,which aheut that time pressed

for insertion in our gazettes, the inter-
esting contents of this message did not
receive-the detailed notice, which o-
tberwise would have been given them.
As time has in noways diailoidiedtheir
value, we now purpose to oc upy a few
ofour columnswith them. It Is e.spe-

ly desirable that full and correct,
information of this Western country I

.id be widely diffused among our ci- j
tizeus at a period, when steady and sys-i
temutic efforts are making to deceive!
them.

OBSERVATIONS
Made in a voyage commencing at St. iCatharine's landing, on the eastbank j

of the Mississippi, proceeding down-\
wards to the mouth of Red river, and
from thence ascending that river, thei
Black river, a.id the Washita river, j
as high as tbe hot springs in theproxi- ;
lu'.iy of the last mentioned river, ex-
tracted from the journal:! of William
Dunbar, esq. and doctor Hunter.

Ma. Dunear, doctor Hunter, and
the party employed by the United States
to make a survey of", and explore the
country traversed by the Washita ri-
ver, left St. Catharine.- landing, on the
Mississippi, i.i latitude 31 deg. 2d mm.
SO sec. N. and longitude 6 li.snim.
:s6*ec. W. horn the meridianol Green-
wich, on Tuesday the ltith ofOctober,
1804. A little distance below St, Ca-
iharme':, creek, and five leaguesfrom
Natches, they passed the White Cliffs,
composed chiefly of sand, surmounted
hy pine, and from one hundred to two
hundred fret high. When tbe waters
ot the Mississippi arc low, the base of
the cliff is uncovered, which consists of
different coloured clays, and some beds
ofochre j over which there lies, in some)
places, a thin lamina of iron ore. Small
aprmgs possessing a petrifying quality
flow over theclay andochre, arid nume-
rous logs and pieces of timber, con-
verted into stone, are strewed about the
beach. Fine pure argil ol various co-
lours, chiefly white and red, is found
here.

On the 17ththey arrivedat the mouth
cf Red river, the' confluence of which
with the Mississippi, agreeably to the
observationsof Mr. de Ferrer, Ims in

latitude SI deg. 1 mm. 16' :-x. N. and
longitude oh. 7 mm. IB sec. west ol
Greeftwich. Red river is here about
five hundred yards wide, and without
any sensible current. The banks ol
the river are clothed with willow ; the
land low and subject to inundation, to

ihe height ot thirty feet or more above
the level of the water at this time.
The mouth of the Red river is account-
t d to bo sevcuiy five leagues from New
Orleans, and threemileshigherup than
the Cruf'.iava, or Opelousariver, which
wasprobably a continuation of the Red
river, whenits waters did not unite with
thoseof the Mississippi but fiurlng the
inundation.

On the 18th the survey of the Red ri-
ver was commenced, and on the even-
ing of the 19ththe party arrived at tiie
i, otitb of the Black river, in latitude
3ideg. 15 mm. 48 sec. N. and about 26
ndles from th« Mississippi. The Red
river deiivcsits namefrom the rich fat
earth, or marie, of that colour, borne
down by the floods ; the last of which
appeared to have deposited on the high
bank a stratum of upwardsof half an
inch in thickness. The vegetation on j
<ts banks is surprisingly luxuriant ; no j
i.oubt owim- to the depositionofmarie
during its annual floocU The willows;
grow to a good size; but other forest)
trees are much smaller than those seen(
on the banks of the Mississippi. As i
you advance op the river, it gradually'narrows ; in latitude "'. deg. 03 mm.

is about two hundredyards wide, |
which wi th is continued to the mouth(
id Black river, where each of themap-
pears one hundred ;«nd fifty yards j
across. The banks of the riverare co- j
ft'red with I*"' 1 vine Mid several sorts !of grass, bearing seed, which geese;
and "clucks eat very greedily ; and there|
are'generally teen willowsgrowing on
one «*io>j and on tl.e other v small
growthof black oak,p.-tckawn. hickory,
I'iui, txc. The current in the Red river
is so moderate as scarcely to afford an
impediment to its assent.

sounding the Black river a little
?c its mouth, there was found twen-

ty f.-cl of water, with a bottom ofblack
sand. The water of BI -ck liver is ra-

clearer than that ot the Ohio, and
ltd' a warm temperature, which it may

\ c from the water flowing iuto it: the valley of the Mississippi, par-
tly by the Cataboola. At noon on

Sd, by a good meridian observa-
tion, they ascertained their latitude to
be ZQ deg. :>o mm. £.'9 sec. N. and were

a BUle below Ujte mouths cf the

C-itiihoola, Washita and Mayan Teiv/.a,
tiie united waters, of which form the
Rlack river. The current is very gentle
the whole length of the l'dack river,
which in many places does not exceed 'eighty yards in width. The hanks on
the lower part oi the river present a j
great luxuriance oi vegetationand rank
grass, with red and black oak, n..h, i
]i iccawn, hickory, and some elms*, j
The soil is black marie, mixed with a
moderate proportion of sand, resem-
bling much the soil on the Mississippi
banks ; yet the forest lives are not lof-
ty, like those on the marginol tiie great(
river, but resembling the growth on the
Ked river. In latitude SI flag. 22 thin.
46 sec. N*. they ob.ervcd that cants
grew on several parts oi" the right bank,
a proof that the land is not deeply over-
flowed ; perhaps from one to throe feet:
tiie banks have the appearance of sta-

jbility; very little willow, or other pro-
J ductions ot' a newly formed soil beii.g
i seen on either side. On advancing up
] theriver, the timber becomes larger,

iti some places rising to the height of
forty feet ; yet the land is liable to be
iiiMKlateti, got from the WUters of tj|is
small river, but from the intrusion of its

' more powerful neighbor the Mississippi.jThe hauls decline rapidly, as in all al-
luvialcountries, from the margin to the
i Cypress swamps, where more or less
I water stagnates all tiie year round. On
I the 21stthey passed a small but elevated
| island, said to be the only one in this
river for more than one hundred lea-
gues ascending. On the left bank, near
tins island, a small settlement of a cou
pie of acres has been begun by a man
and bis wife. The banks are not less
'ban forty feet übove the present level
of the water in tbe river, and are but
rarely overflowed : on both sides they
are clothed with rich cane brake,
pierced by creeks fit to carry dur-,
U)g the inundation.

They saw many cormorants, and the
hooping crane; getse and ducks ere
not yet abundant) but am said to arrive j
in myriad?, with the rains and winter'sicold. They shot a fowl of the duck |
kind, whose loot WAS partially divided,
and the body covered with a bluish, or {
lead coloured plumage. On the niorti- !
ing of the twenty-second, they observed
greeri matter floating on theriver, sup- j

( posed to come from the Cat&koola and
other lakes and bayaus of stagnant wa- j
ter, which, when raised a little by rain,iflow into the Flack river ; and also (
many patches of an aquatic plant, re- j
seinbiing small islands, some floating on
the surface of the river, and others ad- j
hering to, or resting on the shore and
logs. On examining this plant, it was Jfound a hollow, jointedstem, with roots
of the same form, extremely light, with
very narrow willow shaped leaves pro- j
jectmg from the joint, embracingbowe- Jvcr, the whole of the tube, and extend- |
ing to the next interior joint or knot, iTheextremity of each brunch is term;- j
nated by a spike of very slender, nar- j
row seminal leaves from one to two I
inches in length, and one tenth, or less, j
in breadth, producing its seed on the un- ;
d'-rsidc of the leaf, in a double row el- j
most in contact i the grains alternately |
placed in perfect regularity : not being
able to find theflower, its clasi and or- 'tier COUlfl not be determined, although
it is not probably new. Towards the
upper part of the Black river, theshore
abounded with muscles and periwinkles.
The muscles were of tho kind called :
pearl muscles. Tbe men dressed a
quantity of them, considering them us
an agreeable food ; but Mr. L>. found
them tough enough and unpalatable.

On arriving at the mouth of the ('a-
tahoola, they landed to procure infor-
mation from a Frenchman settledthere.
Having a grant from the Spanish go-
vernment, be has made a small settle-
ment, and keeps a ferry-boat for carry-
ing over men and horses travelling to
and from Natchez, and the settlements
on Red river and on the Washitariver.
jTbe country here is all alluvial. In
process of time, the rivers shutting up
ancient passages andelevating thebunksJover which t)ieir watersp ss, no longer
communicate with the same facility as

1formerly ; tbe consequence i s» that
jmany larger tracts formerlysubject to
inundation, are now entirely exempt

' from that inconvenience. Such is the
?..ituation of a most valuable tract uponi which this Frenchman is settled. His
I __
j * Among the plants growing on the
I margin of the river is the cheria root,; used in medicine, and the eantac, oc-|«casionally used by the hunters for food :

the last has a bulbous root, ten times
the alae of a man's fist, In preparing
it, they first wash it clean from caith,
pound it well, and add water to tbe
mass and stir it up ; after a moment's
settlement tbe water ami fccula b
poured off] this operation is repeated
until it yieldsnomore ferula, the fibroijs
part only being left, wluc'i is thrown
away as useless; the water is tbep
poured from the sediment) which is
dried in Uie sun and will keep a long
time. It is reduced into powder and
mixed with Indian meal or flour, and
makes wholesome and agreeable loocl.
The labor is performed by the women
Whilst they are keeping the camp, and
theirhusbands are in the woods hunt*

house stands on an Indianmount, with
several others in view. There is also a
species of rampart surrounding tins
place, and one very elevated mount, a

» viww anu description of which is post-
poned till the return ; their present si-
tuation notallowing of the requisite de-
lay. The soil is equal to the boa Mis-
sissippi bottoms ?*.

They obtained from the French set-
tler tbe following list of distances be-I tweer, the mouth of Red river and the

jpost on the Washita, called fort Miro.
From the uouth of Bed river to the
{ mouth of Black river, 10 leagues iTo the mouth oi Catahoula,

Washita, ami 'Penza, *2
To tbe river Ha-ha* on the

right. 1
To the Prairie tie Villemont,

on the same side, 5
To the bayau Louis, on the

same side, rapids here, 1
Tobayah Boeufs, on thesame

side, 4*
To thePrairieKoyu, (drown-

ed savanna), 3
To Pine Point, on the left, 4 1-2 j
To bayau Calumet, 3 1-2
To the coal mine, on the

right, and Gypsum on the
opposite shore, 3

To tbe first settlement, 12
To loii Jvliro, 22

t.eagues, 9\
From this place they proceeded to

the mouth of Washita, in lat. 35 d. 3? m.
7 s. N. and encampedou the evening oi\u25a0itbe 23d.

This river derives it appellationfrom (
the name of an Indian tribe formerly I
resident on its banks ; tbe remnant of j
Which, it is said, went irto the great
plainsto the westward, andeithercom- j
pose a small tribe themselves,or are j

/ incorporatedinto anothernation. The jjBlack river loses its name at the June- |
tion of the Washita, Catahnola, and ;
Tenia, although our maps represent it j

|as taking place of the Washita. Tbe
i Tenia and Catahotda are also named j| from Indian tribes now extinct. The]
Ilatter is a tveik twelve leagues lung, |i eight lengues in length and i.bout two \u25a0! leagues in breadth. It lies west from j
I the mouth oi' tiie Cataboola, ami «om-| municates with the Red river during the |
1 greatannual inundation. At tbe west:
jor northwest angle of the lake, a creek jI called Little river, enters, which pre- j
serves a channvl with running waterat

I allseasons, meandering along the bed
Of the lake ; but in all other parts its j

| superlices, during the dry season from
Jujy to November, and often later, is
completely dtv.ined,ana becomes cover-
ed with tbe most luxurious herbage; the
bed of the lake then becomes the resi-
dence of immense herds of deer* oi

! turkeys, geese, cranes, lit. which feed
on the grass and grain. Bayau Tenaa

I serve* only to drain off a part ofthe; waters of the inundation from the low
! laudsofthe Mississippi,whicbherecom-
I municate with the Black river during. tbe season ofhigh water.

B tween the mouth of the Washita,
i and Viilemont's prairie on the right.
} the current of the river is gentle, and
', the banks favorable for towing. The
1lands on both sides li wethe appearance
ol being above the inundation; theUm-
ber generallysuch as high lands pro-
duce, being chiefly red, white and black
oaks, interspcr ed with a variety of:
other trees. Tin* magnolia grandittora, j! that infalliblesign of the land nut being :
subject to inundation, is not, however, j
among them. Along the banks a stra- {
turn ofsolid clay, or marie, is observe*
hie, apparently ofan ancient deposition, j
It lies in oblique positions, making an
angleofnearly thirty degrets with the )
horizon, and generally inclined wiehthe j
descent of the river, although in a lew j
cases the position was contrary. Tim- j
ber is seen projecting from under the |
solid bank, which seems indurated,and;
unquestionably very ancient,presenting
a very different appearance from re- j
cently formed soil. The river is about
,*!0 yards wide. A league above tbe
mouth ofthe Washita, tbe bayauHa-ha 'comes inUnexpectedly from the right, ,
and is one of themany passages through
which tbe waters of the great immda- :
tion penetrateand pervade all the low j
countries, annihilating, for a time, the j
currents of the lesser rivers In the
neighborhood of the Mississippi. The j
vegetation is remarkably vigorousalong j
the alluvial banks, which are covered
with athick shrubbery, and Innumera-
ble plants in full blossom at this late
season.

* There is an embankment running
| from thcCatahoola to Black river (in-
! closing about twohundred acres <>i rich
land), at present about t'*u feet high,

I and ten, feet broad. Tills surrounds; four large mouds ot earth at thedistance
t.f a bow shot from each other ; each of
which may be twenty feet bird), one-
hundred feetbroad, and three hundred
teet long at the top, besides a stupen-
dousturret situate on theback part of
the whole, or farthest froni the water,
whose base covers about an acre of
ground, rising by two steps or stories
taperingin the ascent, the whole sur-
mounted by a great cone with its top
cutoff. This tower of earth on aclme.t-
suremenr. was fouud tO be eighty feet
perpendicular.

Vil'emont's prairie is I'o nam'd in
confcqueuceoi" r;s being included with-
in a grant under the French govern*- j
nu'iit to a gentleman of that name !Many other parts ol" the Walhita are
named alter their early proprietors..
Tiie French people projected and be
gaa ejftcnfive fettlemcnts on this river,
bat the general maiTacre, planned and
in part executed by the Indians againft
them, and the conferment destruction of
the Natchez tvibc by the French, broke
up all tlu-f'e undertakings, and they
jwere not recommenced under that go-
vernment. Tholeprairies arc plains or
favaimas, without timber ; generally
Very fertile, and produce an exuber-

jance of ltroug, thick and coarfe her-
jbage. When a piece of ground has
lonce got into this Rate in an Indian
< country, it can have no opportunity of: reproducing timber, it being an invari-
able practice to fet fire to the dry grafs
in the fall or winter, to obtain the au-

jvantage of attracting game when theIyoung tender grafs begins to pring ;
j this defhoys the young timber, and the
!prairieannually gains upon the wood*
I iansl. It is probable that the iuimcnfe
iplains known to exift in America, may
owe their origin to this cuftom. '1 lie

jplains ot the Waihita lie cbieiiy on the
eaft fide, and being generally formed:like the Miffiffippi laud floping from tiie
jhailk of the river to tbe great river,
! they are more or lefs fubject to inunda-
-1 tion in therear ; and in certain great

' floods the water has advanced lb far as
ito be ready to pour over the margin
J into the Wafiiita. This has now be
! come a very rare thing, and it may be
jeiliniatec! that from a quarter of a mile
jto a mile in depth,will remain tree from
jinundation during high floods This is
! pretty much tbe cafe with thof- lands
i nearly at high as the poft of the Wafhi-
j ta, with the exception ot certain ridges
jof primitive high land ; thereft being
evidently alluvial, although hot nowjfubjedt to be inun ated by the Wafliiti

1river in coni" qurncc of the great depthI which the bedel' the river ha.acquired
;by ablation. On approaching towaids
tbe Bayau Louis, which empties its

i waters into the Yvafhita on tbe right,
! a little below tbe lapids, there is a
jgreatcVal of high land on both fides,
which produces pine and other timber,
not tiie growth of inundated lands. At
tbe foot of the rapids the navigationof
theriver is impeded by Ueus ot gravel
farmed in it. The firft rapids lie in la-
titude 31 deg. 48 rain. 57» 5 fee. N.
a little above which there is a high
ridge of primitive earth, fludded with
abundance of fragments of rocks or .
Hone, which appearsto have been thrown i
up to the ftirface ia a very irregular
manner. The floue is of a friable na- 'ttue, i'mie of it having tbe appearance
of indurated clay?tbe outlide is b ack-
ifli from cxpofure to the air, within it
is a greyifh white?it is faid that in the
bill the ftrata are tegular, and that goodi
grindltones may be here obtained. The
laft of the rapids, which is formed by a

i ledge of rocks eroding tbe entire bed of
! the river, was palled in the evening of
i the 27th ; above it the water became
1 again like a mill pond and about one: hundred yards wide. The whole of j; thefefirft liioalsor rapids embraced an
1extent of a mile and a half; the ob-J' fhucYion was not continued,but felt ut; fhort intervals in this diftance. On tbe
jr gbt, about4 leagues from the rapids,
i they pafi'ed the \u25a0? B.iyau aux Boeufs,"
! a little above a rocky bill ; high lands' and favanna rrc feen on tbe right. On
1founding the river they found three fa-' thorns water on a bottom of mud and
{add. Thy hanks of theriver, above
the Bayau, leem to retain very little

' alluvial foil ; the highland earth, which
!is a fandy loam of a light grey colour,. with ftreaks ol fd land and clay, is
1 feen on the lett hank ; the fdil not iich,
'bearing pines, inteiiperfed with redoak,
jhickory and dogwood. Tbe river is
i iVom 60 to 100 yards wide here, but
decrealea as you advance. The next
rapid is made by a ledge of rocks tra-
velling theriver, and narrowing the
waterchannel to about 30 yards. Tbe
width between the high bar.!-.-, cannot be
lei's than 100 yards, and the banks irom
30 to 40 feet high. In latitude 33
iie;;, 10 mm. 13 fee. rapids and liu>.tls
again occurred, and. the chamH was
very narrow ; the hod Iv.i . ai
point extended fo far into the ben
to leave little more than the breaithof
the bi).i* of water funacieutly deep for
her parage, although it lpieads overs
widtli ot fevehvy or eighty yards upon
the Lhoal.

In the afternoon of the 3 1 il they -Mif-
fed a little plantation or fettlementoa
theright, and at night arrived at three
o;bcr» adjoining ca;h Other. Thefe

b ttlments are on a plain or prairie»
the foil of which we may be alfured is
alluvial from the regular Hope which

'the land has from the river. The bed
of the river is now fufjicic-iitly deep to

ifree them from tbe inconvenience of its
inundation ; vet in the rear the water*
of the MiffifTippi approacii, and f-mie-
timesleave dry but a narrowftrip along
the bank of tbe river. It is however: now more common, that the extent of

I the fields cultivated [from 1-4 to 1-2
mile] remains dry during the feafon of
inundation; thefoil here ia very good,
but not equal to the Miiuliippi bot-
toms: it may be efleeiiiLii fecund rate*
At a fniall d ftatice to the eaft are ex*
teiifive cyprefsfwamn . over which tire
waters of the iniindut'nn tdWays ft .nd
to the denth oi from 1 5 to 2" feet. On
the weft fide, aft *r p&flhig c er th.- val-
ley ofthe river whofc nx<> 'th v-ui-S.
from aQuarter of a mile td two miles,
or mure, the land aifurnes ai? Rd i-
bk elevation, Froiri 100 tj"'o f*ei,B3
extends all along to .be leu: t,..- Us of
the Red river. Thefe high lu*:Js are
reported to be poor, and badly *>atcr»
ed, being chiefly what is turned pine
barren. There is here a ferry and roatl
ot communication between the po(t of:
the Walhiti and the Natch. ,i, and a
fork of thisroad pafTes On to tiie fettle*)
tnent called tbe Rapids, on Red river,
diflant troai this place, by computat'ouj
150 niileSi

On this part ofthe river lies a consi-
derable traci of land, granted by the
Spanish government to the Marquisof
Cvtaison Rouge, a French emigrant,
who bequeathed it with all hi- property*
toM.Bouligny, son of the late colonel,
of tbe Louisiana regiment, and b\ him
sold to Daniel Clarke. It is said to ex-
tend from the post of Washita with a
breadth of Z. leagues, including the ri-
ver down to tbe Bayau Calumet ; the;
computeddistanceof which along th*
river is called 30 leagues,but s.ipposed
not more than 12 in a direct line;

Oa the 6;b of Novt mbc-r, v.i tiie af-
ternoon, the party at rived at the post at
the Washita, in lat. 32 degt 29 ir.iu. j.

y

sec. '25 N. where they were politely re*
ceived by licut. Bovvmar, who immedi-
ately ofl'ered the hospitality of hi*
dwelling with all the services in bis,
power.

From the ferry ta thisplac*the navi-
gation of theriver is, at thisseason, in-.
terrupted by many shoals and rapids*
The general width is from 80 to lOQi
yards, The water is extremely agree-
able to drink, and much clearer thau
that of the Ohio. In this respect it is
very uni'uee its two neighbors, the Ar«
kansa and Red r vers, whose waters,
are loided with eurtky matters of a red-
dish brown color, givingto them a cho*
colate like appearauce ; and when
those waters are low, are no* potabl;,
being br ickis'.i from the great number
ofsalt springs whichflow im.o them,and
probably from the bedsof rocs, suit o-
ver whichthey may paas, The banks
ot tbe river presented very little ap-
pearance of alluvial land, but furnished
an infinitude cf beautiful landscapes,

jheightened by the vivid coloring tn *y
derive from tbe autumnal changes of
the leal. Mr. Dunbar observes, that
the change of colorin the leaves of ve-
getables, which is probably occasioned
by the oxygen ot liiO atmosphere acting
on tiie vegetable matter, deprived or
the protectingpowerof the vital princi-

| pie, may serve as an excellent guide to
the naturalist, who directs his attention
tothe discovery uf new objects for the
use of the dyer. For lie lias alwaysre*
marked that tbe leaves of those trees,
whose bark or wood areknown to pro-
duce a dye,are changed in autumn to>
the same color which is extracted in
tbe dyer's vat from the woods ; more
especially by tiie use of mordants, us
allam, £;c. which yields oxygen: thus
the foliage of the hickory an 1 oak,
which produces the quercitron bark, is
changedbeforeit*fail into a beautiful
yellow ; other oaks assume a fawn co-
lor, a livercolor, ora blood color, and
are known to \ lcld dyes of tho same.
complexion.

In lat. 32 dag. IS mm. N.Dr. Hunter
discovered along the river side a sun-
stance nearly resemblingmineral coal :
its appearance was thatof the carbon-
ated wood described by Kirwan. It
does noteasily burn ? but on being apt
plied lo the fkime of a candle, |t sensi-
bly increased it, and yielded a filnt
smell,resembling in a slight degree that
ot the en.n lac of common sealing wax,

Soft n-i ible stone i« "omninn, & great
quantitiesof gi ivel and *aud upon i if

beacie..in this part ot tiie river, A
reddish clay appeavaihthe strata; imi-.'
uiduravcd and blackened by egpu
to I'le light Hi.,l air.

The positlo iculled tbrt Mil*o t#in<the propel tv of v private person, whi
was f>rtneny civil commandant here

i the lieut. has takenpost about 400yd*
i lower ; has built himself some log hoi

aesj and inclosed tlieni with a slig'... stockade. 1..'pon viewing ll>e QOUntr
( cast oi the rrvei, it Is evidently alii* .i?tlu- surface h.»s a gentle slope tro.

the river to tho rear ot the plantation,:' The landIs tf pw ;vv * hcii


