THE CHEROKEE INDIANS.

Four Thousand Tudians in Council--Speech
by the Principal Chirf-=Alliance with the
Confederate Stuies.

The determination of the Cherokes Indians
to unite their fortuness with the Confederate
Stites of America has alremdy been an-
nounced. A grand council, consisting of
about four thousand persons, was held a;
Tahlequah on the 21st of August, when Johun
Ros=, the principal Chiefl delivered the fo!.
lowing address ;

Fricuus and Fellow-Citizens—1It aflords rae
greatl pleasure to se¢ so many of youw on the
present occasion, The invitation to you 1o
mweet here went (rom the Executlive Depart.
ment in compliance with the wishes of many
citizens, viho desived o make stironger the
cords that bind ns together, and to advanee
the common welfure., The circuanstances u.;-
der which you have assembled are full of im-
port, You have precious rights at stuke, aud
your posterily, it may be, will be atfected by
the scntiments you may expre=s. Yon need
not be told that evil times bave helallen the
great Government with whiclh we have been
connected, Reut by dissentions, its cou-
ponent partsstand in hostile array. They h ve
“marshaled powertul armivs, who have already
engaged in deadly conflicts. The United
Sates clinm to contend for the iutegrity of
their Goverament—ihe Confederase stites for
vheir independvace and o Governmnent of their
own. Gigantic preparialions are mace by both
sides to carryon the war., The eolamilivs, the
length, and the result of that war cnact be
forewld. The Cherokees wil! be coucernod i
its issue, which, in all probability, it now ap-
pears will be the estublishuueit of the new
fyovermnent. The attention of your antiori-
bes was earlydirected 1o the subject trons their
position, end by correspoudeiice with officers of
the Confederate Btotes, and the Jdelicote andd
respousible duty devolving upou them of de- |




ciding to some extent the conree 1o he pursvied
by the Cherokee Nution in the contlict be-
tween the whites, to whom she was egually
bound in peace and [riendship by oxisting
treaties. Our political relaticns had long
been e2tablished with the United States CGov-
ernment, and which embraced the secoding as

well as the adhering Staws, Those relations |

=till exist. The 1 nited States have pot asked
us to engage in the war, aud we could not do
=0 without coming inty collision with our
frirnds and neighbors, with whom we are
identified by location and ;amilar institntons.
Nor, on the other hand, had we any eanuse w
take arms against the United States, and pre-
maturely and wantoaly sike our lives and
all our rights unon the hazards of the conflict,
1 felt it to be my duty, therefore, then to
advise the Cherokee people 1o remain
neutral, and issued a proclamation to that
effect. I o gratitied 1o koow that Lthis conurse
has met the approbation of the great mass
of the Chevokee people, and been respected by
the officers of both Governments in n manner
that commands gur highest gratitude. Our
=0il has not heen invaded. our peace hias not
been molested, rorour rights interfored with
by either Government. On the contrary, the
people have remained at home, cultivited
their fars in security, and are reaping frait-
ful returns for their labors. But for false
fabrications, we should have pursaed our or-
dinury voeations, without any cxcitement at
home or misrepresentations, and consequent
misapprehensions abroad as to the real senti-
ments and purposes of the Cherovkee peopie.
Alarmiug reports, however, have bheen perti-
naciously circulated 2t home, and unjust im-
tations among the people of the States,
he object =ecins to have been 1o create strife
and conflics, instead of harmony and good will
among the people themeelves, and 10 eugen.
der prejudice and disteust instead of Kindness
and contidence towards them by the officers
and citizens of the Confederate States,
My fellow-citizens, you have now an oppor-
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tunity W express your views in an anthorita-

tive manner upon the policy which has bren
pursued by yonr officers in the present juanc-
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ture of affuirs and upon questious afficting



the harmony of the people; and apon the do-
mestic institutions ot the country. The peo-
ple are here ! suy whethier you are arrayed in
classes one azainst theé other—full bleod
against the white and mixed blood citizens ?
Sy whether you are Liithful to the coustitu-
ton and laws of yourcountry ? Whether you
sbide by all the nghts they guarantee, par-
ticularly that of slavery? Aud whether you
have any wish or purpose to 2holish oy iu-
terfere with it in the Chorokee Nation ®

The position I have assuined in regard to ail
the important questions which affecs the Che-
rokee people, hus been too often procinimed to
be nisuunderstood, however much it may be
misrepresented. The great object with e
has been to have the Cherokee people harmo-
nivus aad united in the full wuwd (ree rriercise
and enjoyment of all their rights of person
and property. Uniou issirength, Dissension
is weakuness, misery, ruin. La time of peace,
enjoy.peace togelher : in time of war, \f war
must'conne, fight wogether,  As brothers, live;
as brothers, die. While ready and willing to
defend our firesides from  the robber
and murderer, let us not make war
wuutonly szainst (he aniliority of the
United or Confederate States, avoid coii-
flict with either, and remain =trictly neu-
tral on our own soil. We have hornes, endear-
ed to us by every consideration, laws adopted
to our condition, of cur éwn choiceand righis
aud privilezes of the Liglhwst character, Here
thev must beenjoved, or nowhereelse, When
your nationality ceases here, it will live no-
where else. “'Lfll these homes wre lost, yon
will ind no others ke then. Then, mvy
countrymen, as yvoun n-l;mliymnr own righs,
as you regard the wellure ol vour posterity,
be prudent how yvon act. The permanent dis-
raption of the United States 1= now probable,
The State on our border, and the Indian Na-
ticus nbout as, have severed their connection
from the United Siates and juined ihe Con-
federate States, Our geuneral joterests are
inseparable from theirs, and it is not desira-
‘ble that we should staad alone. The preser.
vation of onrrighie and of our axistence are
ehove every consideration. And in view of
wll the circumstances of onr sitaation, T do
say to vou fraukly that, in my opiniou, the
tiwe has now corae when you shiould signify
your éeonsent for the anthorities of the Nanow
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to adopt preliminary steps for an alliance with
the Contederute States upon terms honorable
and advantageous to the Chervkee Natiou.
The following preamble and resolutions |
were subsequently adopted by acelunation -
Whereas, we, the Cherokee people, have
been invited by the Exccutive of the Chero-
kee Nation, in‘comaplianoc with the request of
any citizens, to meet in general meeting, for
the purpese of drawing more closely the
bonds of fricndship and sympathy which
should characterize our conduct and mark
our feeling toward each othier, in view of the |
ditficulties and dangers which have arisen
from the fearful eondition of affuirs among
the people of the several States ; and for the
pu:‘ p u{ giving a free aud frauk l'!p:inln;:
w rea 9?,.;‘ Msnts Wy T'“'! o ward cag
other, aud of our tr:i‘é :ﬂ on 1M regard to
questions wihich affect the general welfare
%ml racularly on the subject of slavery :

re, be it
Resolved, That we full e the peutrali-
: ded by ncipal Clief, in

: pemding between the United aud
QUonfederate Suites, and teader to ﬂ:-. Me-

shown 0 otr position. +
Resaloed, That wo renew the pledges en
ﬁ;{txwuﬂwﬂﬁh Nauou, of the d- |
a‘-:w tewards tho people of
i:uu ;h; ‘been harmonious and cordial,




Chickasaws and Osages, nssurances of con-
| tinwed friendship and brotherly feeling.

- Prsvlred, Thut we hereby disavow any wich
! urpose 10 erente of perpetaste sayv dis-
tinetions between the ciizens of onr couniry
as to the full and mixed blood, bnt regnril
each and all as our brothers, and wntitled to
equal rights and privileges, according 10 the
Jonstitution and Laws of the Natjon,
| Resolred, That we proclaim unwavering at-
tachment to the Constitntion ad Lawsof the
Clerokee Natiou, and solemnly pledge oar-
| selves to defend and support the same, and as
[ far we in us lies, to secure to the citizens of
| this DNation all the rights and privileges which
| L guarantes to them.,
olved, That amoug the rights guaranteen
| by the Constitution and Laws, we distincily
recogniye that of properivin neZro slaves,
avd hereby pablicly denounce as ecalumnpia-
tors those who repregent us to he Abolitionists,
and ae a coneegaence, hostiler to the South,
which is both the land of ony birth and the
Land of our homies,

Rezo'ved, That the great copsideration with
the Cherokes prople shonld be o nnited and
hurmonious support sud defepee of their
cemmon rights, aud we berehy plodge our-
selves to muttnally sustain our nationality,
and to defend our lives and the integrity of
our homes and soil, whenever the same ghail
be wantouly assailed by lawless marnuders.

Resolred, That reposine full confldence in
the coustitnted authoriues of the Cherukes
Nation, we submit to their wisdomn the man- |
agement of il yuestions which affect onr in- !
erests growing out of the exigencies of the |
relations between the United aud Confederate |
States of Americq, and which mAay render an
allianes on our part with the latier States ox. |
pedient and desirable, ':
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