FARMER AND PLANTER. |

ANTI.CASH RENT CRUSADE.

e

A !unrltlnn that s Agitating the Land
Owners and Tenauls of Texws—The Siia-
atlon feow the Tenunts' Standpulnt.

Darras, Tex. Nov. 28 -—No mutoal
protective movement in Texas has
grown more rapidly or spread to larger
limits in recent years than that now
forming among the farm renters
This statewent came from one of the
lenders of the movewent to substitute
erop shures for cash rent, This leader,
spealing of the movement, said:
“I'hese men have n lesser proportion
of prosperily to show for their year's
work in 1807 than any other pf the pop-
ulution of this state. More than one-
Lalf the cultivated farm lands in Texos
are under the rent system, ‘The cus-
tom has been to lease the lands on the
cash-rent basis, at o certain price per
scre, to be paid in money by the
tenaat to the land owner. This sys-
ten has proven disastrons for the
tenant this yenr., Not one renter in
fifty bas so much as a dollar left to
show for his year's industry. No mat-
ter how muel land he may have culti-
vited, or how bountilul may hove been
the yield in his erops, the land owner
and the merchant who has carried him
for supplies have taken practically all
he possessed in settlement of his debis;
and perbaps they have not been fully
scttled at that. When the tenant states
his side of the causes for this condi-
tion, consclentious, disioterested minds
do not hesitate to conclude that his
side is the only one there is with merit
init, and mo one is surprised at the
widespread agitation that the cash-
rent system hus so suddenly precipi-

tated in Texas
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“Ialke this yenr's experiences of the

renters us an illustration of a condi-
tion that has long existed in the ngri-
enltural sectious of the state, with un-
satisfuctory resulls for them at all
Limes, but absolute disaster this yeor,
' The tenant farmer contrncts with the
lund owner in the winter or spring, st
an agreed price per were, to be paid
when the crops are harvested and mwar-
keted, the date of settlement usually
being tixed for not later than October
or November.

*“I'lie burgnn is a elear and safe one
for the land owner, but the tenant
farmer is ‘going it blind,! This year,
when contracts were made, the ‘pros-
purity’ promises were ringiog in the
tenant farmer's ears. llg had wis-
ions of the lagh-priced ecotton
—not less than seven cents, and
perhaps as much as ten cenls per
pound—for the erop-of 1807, e con-
tracted his cash-rent promises on the
basis of this wental caleulation, Ilu
the spriog he pictured himsell o man
with & bunk secount to bhis creditin
the full; now hie finds himself on the
verge of panperism, although he has
becu indusirions aod practiced self-
denial in the watter of home economy
all the season., e is despernte.  The
ten-cent cotton vision of the spring hus
changed to a five-cent colten reality
in the full. The profits of his erop
have not neeted him morve woney than
his ecash-rent contract with his land-
lord ealls for, and haviog paid his
debt he tinds himself *broke.'
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“Colleetively, the tenunt farmer in |

Texas, during the lnst 60 days, has
started on n gigantie crusade. e an-
nounces himsell as a reforimer, Ho hoas
raised the bunper of anti-eush rent.
Ie hus tuken oo his platform the time-
bhouvored aphorism: ‘Self-preservation
is the tirst law of natare,” Acting on
this maxim, he has becowe nctive to
Lhe point of dangerous uggressiveness
in certain instances. These instunces
ure the individunl exceptions to the
course pursued by the collective ten-
putry. ‘Uhey have been characterized
iy whitecap outrages, ln which a few
wen buve been whipped, one or two
shiot, wud nomerous threats made in
wrilluy Lo poison wells wnd cisterns,
to sow lands in Johnson grass aod to
Lurn buildiogs, in  the event of cush-
rent conlructs being wade in the fu-
ture. DBul the bulle of the agitatioo in
this tenaut-furmer crosads has been
condueted on higher and broader meth-
ods, It hus been given the character
of a living issue, o movement Lo at-
tract public attention aod enlist pub-
lie sympathy. Mass meelings have
been held io fally 100 farmiog com-
wopities  rganizations  hoave been
perfected on the anti-cash rent founda-
tion, the generul name adopted being
the ‘Colton Growers' Protective asso-
ciation,’ The policy geverally adopt-
ed has been to indorse substitutiog the
crop-share system for the cash-rent
system. This would make the land
vwoer @ profit-und-loss purtoer with
the tewunt farmer. The rental leros
offered ure ooe-thicd the grain and
pne-fourth the cotton raised. ‘Uhis
would meke the lnod owner directly
lnlerested with the tenant farmer io
procuring u top-uoleh price for the
products when warkeled, aod stop the
tendeney W foree the tensot farmer
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price he could get in order to procure
weans with which to pay his landlord
the money called for in the cpsh-rent
contract. After settlement the tenant
farmer would he more likely to have
sotething begide poverty or pauperisin
s il assel,

At many of these meetings resolu-
tions buve been wdopted calling for
state legislubion to belter the condi-
tion of the farm tenantry. Ouoe legis-
lutive reliel usually demanded is the
repeil of the law permitting the mort-
puging of crops, stock aond lwple
wents to procure credit with mer-
chunts, [t is conceded by the ndvo-
cutes of repeal that it would, for a
yeur or two work widespread hardship
to the teosputry, but in the end it
would prove w blessing. In would jn-
dugurile ceonomy in dubb-uuutruting
gud stimulate the raisiog ont he favm of
wany articles of living now purchased
on credit at double prices from the
teupnt-carrying werchant, who, of
necessity, is often very much of u Shy-
lock.




vLaud owoers, for sell-interest, have
generally dictated to the tenant-farmer
what the latber should raise on his
rented land.  They bave confined
the cultivation alwost exclusively to
cotton, This iosares the land owner
his rent money, even if the price of
cotton is so low as Lo leave nothing for
unything else. It is ressoved thet
cotton lo Texas can be “'banked oo
us @ sure crop, year in and year out,
whether olher crops are failures or
pot. The land-owner cares little
whether cotlon is high or low. All he
is loterested in is his rent money.
Cotton is nlwayssure to bring him that
much, Selfishuess, tolally devold of
philaothropy or progress, is his guide.
Ihis poliey will expluin to the outside
world why so much cotton wnd so
little grpin is grown in Texas It ie




| the trué answer to the question so pes
sistently propounded from the unio-
formed ontside: *‘Why doesu’t Texna
diversify its ceops? IL is simply be-
cause the landowners, s o clonss will
not permit the tenant-farmers to do
it

“Bat the tenant-farmer is beginning
to have something to say under this
head. At the Cotton Growers' Protees
tive association meetings belng held all
over the state, among the resolutions
usually adopted is one something like
this:

“That the landlords be prevaled
upon to permit us to so divide our
crops as to plant not more than two-
thirds of the land rvented in cotton,
that each rentér be allowed to sow five
acres of wheat to every 23 acres culti-
vated by him. If this policy can be
muade a general one it will not be long
before Texas will at least double her
grain-growing acreage,

“An erroncous impression prevails
largely outside of Texas concerning
the personnel of its tevant-favimers,
The iden is that most of themn are
shiftless and thriftless negroes. who
rent from rich land-owners and econ-
fine their energies to the hand-to-
mouth limit.. This is not the case
The great mass of the tenunt-furmers
of Texns, particularly in  the
rich and populous northern
and central sections of the state,
are sober, intelligent and industrions
white men. They are not types of the
natoral-born nomad species, so fami-
liar in early days, with decrepit prai-
rie schooners, bone-factory teams and
| & long enrollment of ‘yaller’ dogs.
They are good, average American eili-
egens.  Hutb they, their wives and their
children are pitiable representatives of
poverty's partiality, Nowve has a word




| to say against Texus soil, Texas eli-
mate, Texas health or Texns munage.
ment of public uffairs. All have one
grievance, however--‘low cotton and
cash rent.! They would go baek aud
spend the winter in the old lhome in
the old states. If the new movement
for erop=shars rent should be aceepted
by the landlords they would come
buck to Texus next. spring; I it
should not, they would stay away,
“The land-owners have not been
heard from as a class on the demands
of the tenants. They don't need to
hurey., Crops don't grow in the win-
ter. It is o long season till cotton-
planting time in 1808, They have, s
a rule, colleeted all the cash rent that
was owing to them in 1597,  *Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thercol ap-
pears to be their motto.  But if they
do not heed the warnings going up
from every county in ‘l'exns, the un-
vipe threats of sowing Johnson gruss
and barning buildings may ripen into
lnwless action on the part of the more
desperate element in the spring to come,
Alremdy Gov. Culberson has called
on Attorney-General Crane for upin-
wns on the laws covering threats made
by white caps and kindred pence dis
turbers. Uhis shows how seriously
the situation is viewed throngh officin’
eyes, under certain contingencies,”




Feod the Land modd It Wil Feed Yom,

The importanee of having the great-
est posai ble quantity of manure ks gens
erally wvuderstosd by furmers, cven
when they fuil to give propee allen-
tlon to the matter, Every erop talien
from tho Inod, every pound of most
sold from the farm, represenls an os-
cortainable amount of fevtility with.
drawn,  And none will deny that we
can not eontione to deew fooi Lhe sol]
without mublug returns, uny Imore
than we ean deaw on e baol withe
oul making deposite. The best blooded
cow ever stabled could ot furn sl rich
milk upon & diet of steaw. Now the
bunbk Lhal never fuils ond enn not be
broken, is natuce, and i we make tho
necessury doeposits of fertilizieg mot-
tor into the soll we can be sure of get.
Hng boek the principal with good ju-
birest, A good ecrop of wheat sy
26 bushels— s taken out of tie sl
im the form of straw obout 16
pommls  wmitrogen, 282 poanids et
el wind 1A poands of pliosphorie neid;
in the form of grain 97 pounds nitee-
goen, 8.1 ponnds potash aml 12 pounls
of phosphorie neid, making ® total
drain of 43 pounils  nitrogen, $1.9
ponnds potash and 24 pounds plios-
phorcld aeid. It will take three tous
of gowd, unleached lmrnyard wanure
Lo restore these elementls Lo the soil,
Uur richest solls con oot endare such
drndus for many years withonl Bow-
ing it Our uplonds have, to o great
extenl, becn so lmpoverished thag it
will cost the valoe of the lamd to pe.
stove thom b thele origingl vigor, and

vur wonderful bottoms, although T |

quently enciched by foods amd elovie,
do ot yield sd hoavy as when they
were new, When furmers pay as much
sitention to l'ﬂlﬂi]l“' the Ereatest quua-
tty of wanave of highest goality, it
will be a comparatively easy mistber Lo
rise premium crops,  Feed youe lam)
mmil ib widl Feod yon. —Dind fnnn Qb v




