
Symbols of the United States

What do national and state symbols tell us about our country?

● What symbols represent our country and state?
● How are our state and national symbols similar and different?
● Why are national and state symbols important?



Services Version: The 
Star-Spangled Banner

Library of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/resource/music.musihas-100010134/?sp=1


Services Version: Star-
Spangled Banner

• Describe what symbols you 
see on the cover sheet of the 
music. What do you think 
these symbols mean?

• How many stars and stripes 
are in the flag? What do you 
think the stars and stripes 
stand for?

• Can you hum the tune to this 
song? How does the cover 
design relate to the words of 
the song?

Smith, John Stafford. Services version. The Star-Spangled Banner. 
Boston: Oliver Ditson Company, 1918. Library of Congress Sheet 
Music Collection. https://www.loc.gov/item/unk84210125/.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/music.musihas-100010134/?sp=1
https://www.loc.gov/item/unk84210125/


Print: E Pluribus Unum, 
1890

Library of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3g02108/


Print: E Pluribus Unum, 
1890

Library of Congress

• What symbols do you see on the great seal of 
the United States? What do you think they 
mean?

• “E Pluribus Unum” means “Out of Many, One.” 
How do you think this motto relates to the 
symbols on the on the seal? How do you think 
the motto relates to our country’s history?

• If you designed a seal for the United States, or 
for your state, city, school, or classroom, what 
would you include on it? Explain your reasoning.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3g02108/


Bicentennial Monument, 
2022

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gU073Nk-oZCE4bKH9ixSxENzDIGJXJBb/view?usp=sharing


Bicentennial Monument, 
2022

• List all of the things you see in this 
photograph.

• Why do you think a bell is a symbol for 
Arkansas and the United States?

• Look at the symbols on the Great Seal 
of the State of Arkansas. What do you 
see? Why do you think these symbols 
represent the state?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gU073Nk-oZCE4bKH9ixSxENzDIGJXJBb/view?usp=sharing


Statue of Liberty, 1968

Library of Congress 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.ny1251.photos/?sp=2


Statue of Liberty, 1968

Library of Congress 

• Describe the things you see in 
this photograph.

• Why do you think this statue 
represents the United States?

• Where is it located? Why do you 
think it was placed there?

“Donated by citizens of France to celebrate Franco-American friendship, 
the Statue of Liberty is significant for its physical and symbolic 
characteristics…Symbolically, the Statue of Liberty reflects the political 
ideals of the late nineteenth century. It commemorates America's 
founding principles of liberty, freedom, and opportunity in America for 
all. More than sixteen million immigrants passed by the Statue of Liberty 
on the way to the Ellis Island Immigration Station.”

https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.ny1251.photos/?sp=2


“American Ways” 
Tan Dan newsletter, 1975

Johnye Strickland 
Collection, UA Little 
Rock Center for Arkansas 
History and Culture

American Ways
The flag of the United States originated with a resolution 
adopted June 14, 1777, by the Second Continental Congress in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This called for a flag with 13 
alternating red and white stripes representing the 13 original 
colonies, and 13 white stars on a blue background representing a 
new constellation. The present flag of the United States holds to 
this resolution with the 13 red and white stripes, but has 50 white 
stars, rather than 13, representing the 50 states. The flag, often 
called “Old Glory” or “The Stars and Stripes,” should be displayed 
on all days, especially on legal holidays and other special 
occasions. All U.S. military installations and ships display it as do 
schools when they are in session. In many ceremonies, Americans 
pledge allegiance to the flag by saying, “I pledge allegiance to the 
flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which 
it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.”



“American Ways,” Tan Dan August 22, 1975

The flag of the United States originated with a resolution adopted June 14, 
1777, by the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This 
called for a flag with 13 alternating red and white stripes representing the 13 
original colonies, and 13 white stars on a blue background representing a 
new constellation. The present flag of the United States holds to this 
resolution with the 13 red and white stripes, but has 50 white stars, rather 
than 13, representing the 50 states. The flag, often called “Old Glory” or “The 
Stars and Stripes,” should be displayed on all days, especially on legal 
holidays and other special occasions. All U.S. military installations and ships 
display it as do schools when they are in session. In many ceremonies, 
Americans pledge allegiance to the flag by saying, “I pledge allegiance to the 
flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, 
one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

• How does this source look like a newspaper? How is it 
different?

• Who do you think this was written for? What clues in the 
source help you know this?

• Why do you think the American flag and the Pledge of 
Allegiance are important things to know for people who are 
new to the United States?



House Resolution 1247, 
110th Congress, 2008

Library of Congress

https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-resolution/1247/text


House Resolution 1247, 
110th Congress, 2008

Library of Congress

• What type of primary source is 
this? Why was it written?

• Why do you think the bald 
eagle is a symbol of the United 
States?

• How has the population of 
bald eagles in the United States 
changed over time?

https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-resolution/1247/text


The White House

Library of Congress 
Historic American 
Buildings Survey

https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.dc0402.sheet/?sp=1


The White House

Library of Congress 
Historic American 
Buildings Survey

• What words do you 
think of when you 
see this building?

• Why is the building 
a symbol of 
America?

• How has the 
building changed 
over time?

https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.dc0402.sheet/?sp=1


Greetings from 
Arkansas

Butler Center for 
Arkansas Studies



Greetings from 
Arkansas

Butler Center for 
Arkansas Studies

• List all of the things you see on 
this postcard. Why do you think 
they represent Arkansas?

• What do you notice about the 
Arkansas state flag? How is it 
similar to and different from the 
U.S. flag?

• What city on the map is the 
closest city to where you are 
located?



Use the Internet or classroom resources to learn more about 
state symbols from a state other than Arkansas. Then, think 

about the questions below.

What do national and state symbols tell us about our country?

● What symbols represent our country and state?
● How are our state and national symbols similar and different?
● Why are national and state symbols important?
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