
Charlie May Simon, 
Route 5, Box 332, 
Little Rock , Arkansas 

MY FRIENDS, THE MISSIONARIES 

by 

Charlie May Simon 

\A ~L(t .OOO(o 
5l<11' s.s.-, 
Btnt-. 
,d . \(.. 



1 . 

roup of youn is ionarie nd 1 were driv"nr, throu h th 

open country of A ric , ri ht on he lin of the Equator . On e c 

sid of the narrow, bumpy rod th r 1ere f1 ld her termit hi · l 

stood a ll ao a n, and b . t een th larg llow lo r e ht 

the brilliant tropical sun •. 

"How beauti 1?" the young doctor s exclaim d. 'It ' lie 

a V n Go paint n • ' 

H er husban must h ve r ad my xpre ion for h t s I 

ayin , 'Does it surprise you th t miss!. onary kno s about V n h?" 

I lau hed dth them at the jok on yself, but at the a 

time I embarrasse t my i orance . Until I came to Afric , y 

on1Y kno l d ot ssionari as from book of 1eti n~ And I 

onder d why some 11tri ter has not writ en , out mi .. on ries s the · 

r lly ar • The youn p ople ith m ha come to their po t 11-

pre r intellectuall as ell as spiritually. nd the have true 

underst ndin of th peo le mon whom they ork, their phy ie 1 an 
along wit 

mental needs the need of t soul . 

e topped at a lit le native illag along the y, re t o 

izened old women, as bro as llen l aves, er makin lm 1 

1n the d of a man·. o tree . They tirr d the whit.sh i uid in the 

hollow £ a tump, ith lon tick 1 utt rly indif erent to th · rm 

of blue £lie hovering about or falli in . 

The misst onary $ith m asked the ho they mad the ne, then 

he in erpreted for e or he kno that I a in Africa to ath -

terial for book I plann d to . it . n rh n th . · oft r om 

in tbe dirty our-cl ro hieh they had b t sti it, e ref e 



ror us oth ith t , t nk • 
) 

l an brown do c me up o sn t t · , then it We 1 e y , 

too l zy to c r t t 1 r 

by mag·c fro 1 the open· 

tr n er . • ut 

that erv d a 

ch l 

doo 

n 

rl y 

Pe r s i 

of their 

ras nd d huts , a ol 

th vill ge ., Thy i ,gled s 

0 d . ·e 

yly , but th r 

al .d 

r 

lon 

ye 

t on l e o.f 

oll d our 

every ovem nt in ea er cur os ty. Only th ol .r one or clothes, 

an the e re o every v ri ty, from r. gg d east-oft hor 

hite to l h of din y clot dr ped to • a hion ro, e r 

sho · • The b · ya of a out t el nd older h tr · l rk t too 

on th ir faces, and their t•eth wer t lod to h rp poi ts, it one 

or :o or the front on noo o t . nd v ry girl, 1h tever her 

.e, wor a trin o yello b a aroun her w L.,t, to rd ff evil 

spiri • 

Th y foll u insid o~., e of t e hut her n o · d n t 

pla. n on crude usic l n tr ent ., T e op in wa so low d 

to toop to nt r , and one in i co only tand, or th 

was no furnitur xc pt a ew quat ooden · tool <.'.nd ov .n tr ts 

that serv d as both ed n t ble . I inin the intrie t 

eavi and tyin o l l ves to the cane r ters to form the roof, 

hen I s a bag of leo rd kin n 1 on a l at.her strin ~ • 

11Is that a f ti h eh ?tt I asked my co io • 

nye , " h . ans ered wit out t 

u · sed to ee it . " 

in ~ ay . "But I'm ot 

T e mi ion ry of '"ction ould no oubt e to n do n 

teti hand ov rturned the v t of ine in r1ghteou in di tio 

the yo1m n it e r liz d th t wh n a yo l - .e 1 0 

0 en •nto the e of peopl t roug1 countl ss en a ti on , 
cannot be ch an a i ply a that . H eoul come baek to t 

h 

• B 

e ly 

t v 1 a 



n t ' 
n , , 1 t 

n 

o n l l 

. t 

t 

• t e 

0 

l 



c me her • Or er codile . Or onkey in a tre • " 

Th l ttl girl la bed t the tho ht th t n one h · 't sem 

u h co onplace hin s, 

"They hav ani l c 11 d hor the e nd peopl ride on 

the bac · • n appl s an par 0 

he chil . full of the thi & arent had tol< h o h 

native ho • 
· O n looked n li.ttl · istful y , it see!lrieu 

to m , join in chil • d i t at ll the tr n e 

thing h · 'd soon be e in and doin in rio • 

t vly gran dau ht a just a. ou th t a h n I s h on 

y la t urlou h , " he id . 

Thirty yea o , h n sh anl r hu b nd h d first co e to 

this section of fric , i had not b en f e place to bri . up 

children. Th y had l t th ir dau hter with her :r nts, and had seen 

h r at i terval rlJh th y ent back ~n their fur lo ghs . It must v 

been a :be mend us acri£ioe, mis 111 the growing up years o~ their 
'/ s 

only chil • And yet I sure, after talkin to h.er, that it oul 

h v be n v n great:er s orifice to t n a 1ay from th e · 11 th y 

0 stron ly r lt . 

No , thpod . ed .lk , in e ticid s; nd modern m dicin 

a d ith t 1 al nd oanni 1 m almos·t entir · y .ped out, the 

frican tropics e n e a healthy a f mily . 

en the r neh an · B ian gover ents ncoura e ma ri d en th 

fa ilie for t air colo ial civil post t here onee h preferred 

onl in l.a en. 

te er the future Bolds for trio • the p opl the 1 e 

ill owe a untold debt to mis ionari e uch a th s I t , nd to 

he other ho had gone on bef or • 



f o y co rin the chil r n of t i e ol to tie 

on 0 d us n the 1 a o hr ha 

to e h co e ro just uch luts o u a d 

th onl d cloth if t re e ny t 1 • n 1 

t y had not 1 0 l 
' 

,o 

t ro h the a t rtuo up 0 

ili n o t t , on o o nock o t _low 

t ek . ar hin to th cla sroo n a 

o r . T bo r cl n k , ho nd hit h nd th 

i l d on at r 0 on print e the ol 0 

le e to 

re d rom t 

rie n 1 

th k e 1 

f i 0 p 

ut -tt r t n this 

e r nd · up r titio n dr 

cl nl nes , t ~ 

t .- t hol th f -

• They h d l -n ut th · God of ov • e o 

v go , .on to o .no r , ly 

ent to r off • 

' 

r 

e t ev 1 on , bo , a l to r n it ' 

oul hold cl cal jo n nk n ov-rnm t o ia • 

n t he 1 1 ould ro p to b bett r d mot r o th · r 

r e , t n 0 vill • 
' 

h h at.o 

h -r fr c an cept f o th 1 ger ei i , 1 l 

i 0 in ed cal d or peo . l • i l 1 ion-

i ho up ly th n ed . n 1 Afri o u e ny l mong 

th elve , it il b 0 t OS 0 r 1 

s o _ r to b not only pr hr , 

octors n r e , ut they beco 

an hropol is 

v lop 

i 

i 

d thnolo i t 

0 h 

• 

s 

tr 

ricult 

11 . 

coll ct 

0 

co pl 

0 h lp 

o tr or~ , 

r 

ople 

1 s t 1 t .t 



£ o ener tio to 

r tt n , d they 

yin o t o d 

n r tion lo b 0 

t e 

ro r nd 

o th.... tho o 

anoth r nd s 

J. s 

din 

itt n 

ie d in 

t t I et q in rith 

on or o . 

a a e b dr 

ook bout it . 

razz 1 

i 0 e 

t r d t 

ha ev 

t ro 

o e 

on 

ho i 

o y eo 

1 

6. 

ncl 

tud 

t 

n l 

Y u won't t 

find t e mi o ri 

n b rr r," he ai • ' nd you• 1 

1c d r dy to ·1 you t 

i o ti n you ar loo for th ~'ho re r mrk in 

indu y or or the gov rn ent . ' 

as ri ht . Th book I ot , O 

nev r hav b itt n ithout th r ti 

hel • B t I covered s ethin l e t h t r ore 

, coul 

ner u 

bl 

to e . I sa ho eat th h an b is do o 's 

work . I tched attractiv youn o octo o t 

ced y oc a erin , o i a o t l pe s o So t • 

I s n oper ion e by doct r ho had tur. d i 

b ck on hi t and a lif or co ort nd 1 ury, to or 

the tm ortunat o ric • I k:r:i·w ro h ~iek 

h r room ch ni ht o sh could tch o e it h ~ 1 

I c uld h r its retful er es fro th oom re I l pt, d 

it a uiet, I kn the nur e h d t k n it up h .. r a 

n comfort it . t th s on G es t L poldv l 

c r nt ho as j st fo th ir t ti- e , 

o s ot 

I me 

ith is 

nd thre ldren , to tat10 in r ote ju 1 • H 

the n n for mis · n•W'll"\..,. .. rn 

th t l o 1 r ne d d , 

not 
t 

n 

if 

• 



7. 

is r t en nt to h . sion bo rd to f hi .. ' 1 , S e 

ric me v yt i it 11 r b to th s 

s eri icin mi i Mr' ' I id to he end n I t 

retur e to r zz vill • 

' on 't c 11 t s crif ic , ' I e t acri ice ' n 

you do ' h t you' t o. ' 
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