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"T bba bon ! That means 1whi te man n th li ttl snuaw turned 
' ,, ':1. ------·-

sol mnly to th ca:Pt in standing befor h r , skin as brown as any 

Indian ' s . HBut you ' ll hav to rais your sl v abov your elhow to 

prov th t you ar whit . " 

Sac jaw a's husband was euid of th L wis and Clark Ex-

p dition, but it w s to hr them n turn d wh nth y want d inform' 

tion, S:P cia.lly now th t they w r appro ching th country of h r 

own trib , th Shoshones . 

"I know my :p opl w 11 , "sh w nt on . Tr Th y ' v n v r look d 

upon whit m n b for , and wh n th y s you coming , th y will b li v 

you ar a trib of n my Indians on th war path . So call out Tabb 

bon to th m. , and s:pr ad your blanl t this wey . n 

Sh took a blarik t by two corn rs and shook it as if to spr d 

it for as at of fri ndship. 

1 

Th Sho shon s had r as on to b li v ev ry unknown man a:P:pro chin$ 

th m was o.n n my , M riw th r L wis thoueht . H h d h ard from S ca-

j· w ah rs lf of how th n ighboring trib s pry d U:Pon th m. Sh 

h d b n c ptur d fiv y ars ago 't this v ry spot th Mina tar 5 , 

d tak n far from h r hom to be sold into slav ry . Now t l st , as th 

wif of · guid , sh w s r turning to h r own country. Captain L wis 

tri d to s e som sign of joy in h r xpr ssion , but h r f c was th 

as it h db n wh n h first saw h r , no smil and no frown . 

"Tabb bon , n h r pe t d the words. Ev rything now dcp nd ... d 

upon their m king fri nds with th Shoshon s. Thy h d com f·r sine 

th day villiam Cl rk h d joined him in St . Louis1 . cl.1wii.th their sm ll 

b nd of m n th y had st rt d out to cross a contin nt that had n v r 

be n cro s d b for • Th y had cl:tLmb d th high st mount in arul they had 

reach d th sourc of th issouri riv r . But th worst of th journ y 

was still b for th m. 



"If th Shoshon s ar fri ndly , w '11 r ach th end of our 

journey by wint r , " Lewis s·id. 

Th Shoshon sh ~l rg h rds of hor s , so th sq_u w had s 

It would b · sy to bart r for enough of th m to carry th ir load 
wh 

id . 

:mntX.thrl th y could no long r go by bo t u:p th riv r . And ther would 
~ 

2 . 

b guid s 'ctio show th m th way ov r for st and d sert , till th y c e to 

th sea . 

'illi Clark 1 d th m in party by th slow winding route of 

th riv r , but Lewis , impati nt to g t on , w nt by land with thr of 

his m n for company . 

nTabb bone , n he call d to a young warrior mount d on a horse 

without a saddl . , and m d with a bow and arrow. 

Th warrior took on look at th men a;p;proachine and rode off 

s f~st as he could to warn his trib • 

nT bba bon , " C, pt in L wis call d ag in to an old woman and 

little t;irl . 

Th two Indians tried to run away but wh n th y saw th y could 

not , th y sat on the ground with bow d h ads , x:p ctin suJZe ly to be 

kill d . They could scare ly b li v th ir y s wh n th -;: were giv n 

gifts inst ad . 

"Tabb a bon , n L wis call d g in wh n sixty arm d warriore 

cam riding full sp d to me t th m. 

Th s m n must b m d to understand thrt he cam in fri nd-

ship . H put down his gun and s:pr ad his blank t as th littl s~uaw 

had taueht him . Th n h rais d th sl v of his de rskin coat to 



show th whit of his skin.that had not b n xpos d to th sun. 

Th m n talk d 8mong th mselv s and t J wonder in th ir y s was not 

asy to hid • Th chief , br v r th nth r·st , got down from his 

hors and c forth to gr t th C ptain . 

11 Ah hi - ' " h $'id . 

Captain L wis kn w this m t ' nr am much :pleas d . " 

3 . 

Now 11 th warriors cam up and gr t d him , putting th ir hands 

on his should r and rubbing their ch eks gainst his • . But he saw from 

th ir glances th they w re still not sur wheth r to trust hi or 

not . 

H and his comna.nions eav blu b ads and red p int and pew

ter mirrors to the sixty w rriors . The Indians w r- lik children with 

n w toys . Th y h ld the b ads in th ir hands , sm ar d th r d paint 

on th ir fac s nd looked at th s lv s in th mirrors , laughing and 

talking tog th r . Th n th y glanced suspiciously toward th four whit 

men . W s it a trick? th y eyes ask d each other . Did the whit men come 

as f~i nds or nemi s? Ev ry mov e tain L wis and his m n mad was 

watch·d . Now th wom n and children cam to star at them from a s~fe 

diatanc , r ad.y" to run and hid at th l ast sign of treachery . Thy wer 

whit , it was tru , but who knows , they might have con only to 1 ad 

th n my to th ir camp . 
\ 

0My companions , tabba bon r coming up th river to join m 

d I will n d hors s to m et th m ond bring our sup:pli s , " h made 

known his wants by siens . 

Oh y s , there w r pl nty of hors s , th chi f str tch d out 

his arms to show the h rds graz.ing around th m. But still h h si tated . 



Ll -· 

C vJ.Jtain L wis · nd his companions started out to m t h 

Caj?ta.in Clar .. and ~h .' main·. :p.arty , and th Indi t.ns follow d rcluct tly . 

Surely this w s a tra:p , th y ey s said , and th ir arrows w r r ady 

to fly . riw th r L wis rod b sid th m , d :p in thought . Vlhat could 

h do to mak th m ·n trust him? H xchang d his hat for th chi f ' s 

h addr s. 'l'hat was bet~ r . Th n h show d signs of th :Ppro ch of whit 

m n . Sup os C'ptain Clark was ~lay d and did not reach th spot wh r 

th y wer to m t• Su ~os th Minnatar s did show U:P by chanc , on a 

w r party . 

A young Indian warrior who had ridden ah d , cam galloping up 

and shouting , nd hi ehmrad s g th rd around him , tal~ing in xcit d 

voic s . Had h brought good n ws or bad? 'k S cajaw th ir f ac s 

show d no smil s or frowns . 1h r vas only tallc which th whit m n 

could not und rstand. Then th r was a no is of a:P:Proaching footst ps 

b for th m. Brovm moccasin d fe t st p d cautiously . 

d u~:i f . 

t h ppily with xpr ssion 

of joy such as h h d nev r Sc n , shining in h r y s. Sh suck d h r 

fing rs to show that th s w r h r own p ople . 

n1 ne d you to t lk to th chi f for m 
' 

Sacaj w a n 
' 

th Cap-

tain s· id . ttI canno t m · him und .. r 

pac . ~~W~~ ~~ 
com 

U"V\ 

as friends in 

~~~ 
~· '' Th chi f s· t on whit buffalo rob in the shad of a 

willow arbor , ond in his hair w r or nam nts of sh lls . Sucajaw a 

bow d h r h ad as sh was brought b for him . The chi f SlJOk and sh 

look d UJ) . 

"Eld r broth r In sh gav a li tt l cry and ran toward hi , 

throwing h r blank t ov r his should r and h rs . T rs cam to h r 

y s and sh 1 ugh d and cri d t th sam tim • c. t chang had 



5 . 

com ov r this sol mn young wif of th guid 1 .And what a chang , too , hal 

com ov r th chi f . But _it lasted oniy a minut , th none more thy 

hid th ir f lings b hind f c s that wor no xpr ssion . S cajaw a sat 

down and th chi f b gan to spe ale . 

"H says , n S caj aw a int rpr t d his words in ngli sh , "th t 

you may hav all th hors s you n d, and ther will b . men to go with 

you all the wa:y to the gr at s a . " 
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